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Why Paris Was the Target of the ISIS Massacre 
Riyadh Mohammed 

The Fiscal Times 

November 16, 2015 

 
 

As the toll of the six attacks in Paris on Friday rises to at least 129 dead and 350 

wounded, including 99 in critical condition, the French and the world are asking 

very basic questions: Who did it, why, and how can future attacks be prevented? 

The planning of this attack was significant. "This operation is all about timing. It 

took place before the 20 countries conference, Vienna conference [Syrian war 

talks] and the sailing of aircraft carrier Charles De Gaulle to the Gulf to fight 

ISIS," says Hisham al-Hashimi, the expert on ISIS at the Iraqi National Security 

Advisor's office. 

Why France and Why Now? 

The objectives are multifold, Hashimi adds: 

 Humiliate Francois Hollande in front of the far right 

 Prove that ISIS is still strong after the latest defeats in Beiji and Sinjar in Iraq and 

Kweires airbase in Syria 

 Tighten the French stance on immigrants 

 End France's support to the moderate Syrian rebels 

 Use European public opinion to pressure governments to withdraw from the U.S.-

led alliance against ISIS as ISIS founder Abu Musab al-Zarqawi did a decade ago 

in Iraq by taking hostages and conducting attacks on the Philippines, Spain, Italy 

and Denmark. 

While the horror was directed indiscriminately, the real audience was France’s 

Muslim community.  "The Muslims of France were the most horrified people last 

night," says Saif Alkhayat, an Iraqi writer who lives in Paris. 

http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Authors/Riyadh-Mohammed
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The Missed Warnings 

As with the Charlie Hebdo attacks 10 months ago, French home security services 

failed to uncover the plot before it went into action. They also failed to respond 

rapidly to the attacks. Ismaël Omar Mostefai, one of the perpetrators, was 

convicted eight times of criminal felonies. He was also on the French authorities' 

radar as an extremist for some time, but he was left to operate freely. With 1,700 

French citizens having joined ISIS,1,200 French nationals or residents on the 

extremist list, including more than 200 French citizens who came back to France 

after fighting with jihadists in Syria, French authorities decided that it is too costly 

to assign a dozen or two dozen people to monitor each extremist. 

The Israelis and the Saudis communicated intelligence warnings to France before 

the attacks that weren’t taken seriously enough. Before the France – Germany 

soccer match started, a bomb threat earlier on Friday forced the German team to 

evacuate its residence. 

Several key public venues lacked proper security procedures. The seven attackers 

who were in the three groups involved were able to attack seven times in six 

locations and move from one target to another with minimum interference by the 

police. The response at the theater — where most of the victims were located 

— came late. 

Finally, according to the Terrorism Research and Analysis Consortium (TRAC), a 

man known as Reda, arrested in September 2015, already had plans to attack a 

concert hall in Paris during a live event. Before he left Syria, he was instructed by 

the Islamic State to conduct the attack and to get in touch with a handler in Paris 

upon arrival. Although Reda was arrested, his handler remains at large, suggesting 

that Reda might have been sent from Syria to join an already embedded cell within 

Paris. 

Who Was Behind the Attacks? 

http://www.smh.com.au/world/france-proves-fertile-ground-for-islamic-state-recruitment-20150609-ghk47e.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/france-proves-fertile-ground-for-islamic-state-recruitment-20150609-ghk47e.html
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.686048
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.686048
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/sportsnews/article-3317923/Germany-scared-prior-France-friendly-earlier-bomb-threat-admits-coach-Joachim-Low.html
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The Paris attacks — the largest in Europe in a decade — are similar in many ways 

to the Mumbai attacks in November 2008. At that time, 10 Pakistani attackers from 

a militant group carried out 12 shootings and bombings in public places in Mumbai 

over the course of four days, killing 166 people. 

While ISIS has claimed responsibility for the attacks and the French president 

accused the terror group of launching a war on France, the possibility of al-Qaeda's 

involvement is still strong. France is home to many North African Islamists who 

still identify with al-Qaeda more than ISIS. Except for Libya, Tunisia and Egypt, 

ISIS hasn't been able to attract jihadists of North Africa. ISIS's style in attacking 

the West was until now dominated by “lone wolves.” 

Al-Qaeda — most notably its branch in Yemen — is famous for well-planned, 

spectacular attacks. That branch was responsible for the Charlie Hebdo attacks. 

ISIS has also claimed responsibility for attacks that it didn't commit, as it did last 

March when it said it attacked the Bardo Museum in Tunisia. The true perpetrators 

belonged to a different local jihadist group. 

It is also possible that ISIS started a new chapter in global terror with the bombing 

of the Russian airplane a week ago and with the Paris attacks on Friday. A Syrian 

passport found with one of the attackers, which the Greek government has said 

belongs to a refugee who crossed in to Europe recently, could be an attempt to 

mislead Europeans by changing the discussion from orchestrated terror to 

immigration and refugees. The same applies to mentioning Syria while shooting 

the victims in the theater. 

“Given recent events, it is clear that the group is expanding its horizons and 

increasingly targeting a far enemy. The sheer coordination to pull off an attack of 

this scale … without detection by the French authorities shows an ability that ISIS 

has only ever talked about in the past," says Veryan Khan, editorial director at 

TRAC. "It is certain that the attacks on the far enemy are used to distract from 

battlefield losses.” 

http://abcnews.go.com/International/mumbai-terror-attacks-pakistanis-charged/story?id=9176592
http://abcnews.go.com/International/mumbai-terror-attacks-pakistanis-charged/story?id=9176592
http://www.firstpost.com/world/the-rising-trend-of-lone-wolf-terrorism-and-why-india-should-worry-about-the-paris-attacks-2506412.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2015/01/al-qaeda-yemen-charlie-hebdo-paris-attacks-201511410323361511.html
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The most disturbing issue is the use of the explosive vests. That indicates the 

presence of an explosives expert who made them in or around Paris. Usually, the 

explosives expert is an indispensible and high-ranking member of a terror cell. 

ISIS's former leader, Abu Ayub al-Masri, was the group’s top explosives expert, 

for example. It is very unlikely that the explosives expert participated personally in 

the attacks because of the value of his skills. The expert would have likely 

prepared his work, hid his identity and fled before or just after the attacks.  Perhaps 

the suspect arrested in Belgium could be linked. 

The West’s Choices 

The Paris attacks have unveiled the West's double standards in dealing with terror 

attacks and terror victims. The most appalling example is recent violence in Iraq 

and Lebanon. What Parisians went through on Friday night has been the daily 

routine for Baghdadis for the last 12 years. Yet there were never calls to "pray for 

Baghdad." Most world leaders don't even bother to mention the victims of terror in 

Iraq. Earlier on Friday, Baghdad was attacked by ISIS bombs that killed 26 

civilians. A day earlier, Beirut was attacked by ISIS suicide bombers who killed 43 

civilians as well. 

"Dealing with what happened in Paris as a shock after one day of similar attacks in 

Beirut and Baghdad indicates that the world is not serious in tackling 'terrorism' 

as a global nihilist rebellion. That’s because there is tolerance with terrorism in 

Baghdad (because it is a country in a sectarian conflict between non-rational 

groups that kill each other in an irrational manner), and in Beirut on the same 

ground (because the targeted environment is Hezbollah's influence area),” says 

Harith Hasan, a fellow at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Studies at Harvard 

University. 

"It took long to find an article in English reporting on the Iraqi bombs. That speaks 

volumes," says Ruba Ali Al-Hassani, a transitional law researcher at Osgoode Hall 

Law School, York University. "Before self-righteously demanding that Muslims 

condemn Paris attacks, please note that ISIS has killed more than 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/12/middleeast/beirut-explosions/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/12/middleeast/beirut-explosions/
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20,000 Iraqis thus far in 2015. Has the world stopped to honor those dead and 

condemn violence against them? Has any non-Iraqi put up a Facebook profile 

picture (as shallow as that may be) to show solidarity? Empathy goes both ways. 

All the dead deserve to be honored. May they all rest in peace,” adds al-Hassani. 

What Is Next? 

Many observers compare Friday attacks in Paris with 9/11. The French prime 

minister said that France will take the war against ISIS to Syria and Iraq as well as 

France. France's engagement in the war against ISIS has already begun, with more 

air strikes in Raqqa, Syria—ISIS's headquarters—and France might deploy special 

forces in Syria. Libya could be another arena for direct French military 

intervention. 

Despite all the calls to not blame the refugees for the Paris attacks, it is almost 

certain that Europe will restrict its policy regarding refugees from the Middle East. 

Poland already declared it will not honor an EU agreement setting quotas on the 

refugees to be sheltered. President Obama, on the other hand, is committed to 

taking 10,000 Syrian refugees, as promised. 

Inside France, the French far right will benefit from the attacks. A crackdown on 

extreme Islamic figures and institutions is imminent. The Muslim community in 

France will suffer more racial crimes and Islamophobia, which only serves ISIS 

and al-Qaeda's objectives. 

Anatomy of Fear 

Except for the United States, France has witnessed more ISIS terror plots than any 

other Western country. Between July 2014 and August 2015, France was the 

victim of six plots, according to a study on ISIS terror plots in the West released 

by the Henry Jackson Society. France has the largest Muslim community in the 

West, numbering about 5 million people, most of them first- or second-generation 

immigrants from North Africa. 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-11-14/poland-to-shun-refugees-after-paris-attack-future-minister-says
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Many of France's Muslims are marginalized. They have never been truly integrated 

within French society. Many of them live in the poor suburbs of Paris and other 

cities, with limited access to jobs or education. They also suffer from racial attacks 

and Islamophobia. About 70 percent of inmates in French prisons are Muslim. 

With all that in mind, France is the easiest target for ISIS terror. And it is very hard 

to track all angry Muslims in France. 

The Paris attacks targeted parts of Paris that are more popular with ordinary 

Parisians than tourists. With the tragic loss of lives, a loss of the sense of security 

is gone too. “We are dealing with new factors that don't represent states, nor small 

local rebellions. They are networks that connect the local with the global in a form 

of roving terror that aims to disturb security, destabilize the social trust...and 

transfer the borders to the cities by creating cultural, ethnic, religious and sectarian 

attractions that gradually turn to physical borders,” adds Hasan. 

Hasan says that people are divided into groups that don't trust each other, the lost 

sense of security can tear a society apart. “When you get into the metro or the bus, 

you start looking into the faces of those present, searching for one of ‘them’... then 

you remember that the grocery seller in your area is one of them, so you stop going 

to his shop. Going to a concert or a soccer match or to the cinema becomes a 

complicated issue that requires thinking and preparing for multiple times. Fear 

changes the behavior of people, creates new norms and makes a collective paranoia 

that allows the rise of the ‘fear contractors’ to play a major role in defining what 

‘we’ and ‘them’ means.” 

Teaching Hatred in the Second Grade 

Many moderate Muslims around the world blamed the formal and informal 

education system in the Middle East for the rise of Islamic terrorism. On page 7 of 

the Islamic education textbook for the second grade in Iraqi schools, there is a 

definition provided for “the ones that Allah's anger will be upon.” The definition is 

“Jews and those who are similar to Jews.” The Iraqi novelist Ahmed Saadawi, who 

won the International Prize for Arabic Fiction in 2014, says that "those who are 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/11352268/What-is-going-wrong-in-Frances-prisons.html
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similar to Jews" mean Christians. “It makes the poor student stop at yet another 

blind phrase that needs further explanation, an explanation that only feeds racial 

hatred.” 

A recently published Lebanese children’s book has appalling sections with graphic 

drawings. “Then suddenly, the guards come and bring with them the severed heads 

of Omar bin Saad and Obeidallah bin Ziad and place it in front of this heroic 

commander," one paragraph reads, with accompanying illustrations of drowning of 

severed bodies. 

When ISIS produces its school textbooks with cover photos of New York’s Lady 

Liberty exploding, this hate speech doesn’t lack precedent. The largest distributor 

of hate speech in our world is Saudi Arabia, whose penal code is similar to that of 

ISIS. The difference is that Saudi Arabia is so much bigger in land, population and 

wealth. 

“The Shiites, the communists, the Jews, the Christians. Oh Allah. Those unjust. 

Divide them, weaken their strength, and make them suffer the worst. Oh Allah, 

living and existing by his own, allow the jihadists to behead them,” says a voice 

supposedly belonging to the Imam of the Grand Mosque in Mecca in a widely 

circulated video.Luay Jawad Al-Khateeb, a fellow at Brookings Institute, says the 

video extols “Paris attacks, Beirut attacks, Baghdad attack, 9/11...explained in 30 

seconds by this ‘humanity loving’ Saudi preacher in Mecca.” 

“If we want to tackle this wave of terrorism and its driving hate ideologies, we 

need to start at the source: Saudi mosques, schools and Saudi-financed media. That 

is where the research and development of terrorism is conducted,” says Dr. Abbas 

Kadhim, a senior foreign policy fellow at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 

International Studies. 

Ayad Jamaladdin, an Iraqi progressive cleric, has a deeper cure for the problem. 

“A quick recipe to destroy Islamic terrorism: A. Ban the teaching of religion in 

schools. B. Ban the teaching of Islamic history. C. Turn 90 percent of mosques into 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ubayd_Allah_ibn_Ziyad
https://www.facebook.com/luayjawad/videos/10153115755336962/
https://www.facebook.com/luayjawad/videos/10153115755336962/
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public libraries or sport clubs or cafes or anything else. D. For each million 

citizens, one cleric is assigned only. E. Ban the religious media.” 

The Lost Middle EastIn order to reform education in the Middle East, the world 

needs first to stop the civil wars and conflicts that are ripping apart Syria, Iraq, 

Libya, Yemen, Afghanistan and Somalia. Just five years ago, tens of millions of 

hopeful young men and women in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, Libya, Syria and 

Bahrain took to the streets in peace to demand democracy and a better future. Four 

dictators whose combined time in power reached 129 years were overthrown by 

the Arab Spring, one of the greatest human revolutions in modern history. 

But with the Syrian regime gassing its own people, the Saudi army suppressing 

Bahraini protesters, the army in Egypt overthrowing an elected president in a 

military coup, the rebels in Libya turning into militias and the Houthis in Yemen 

overthrowing the legitimate government, combined with the economic, social and 

political difficulties facing new democracies and the negligence of the West, the 

Arab Spring became a winter and ISIS and al-Qaeda took over. 

“Most important contexts for Paris bombings: Failed states in Afghanistan, Iraq, 

Libya, Syria, Yemen with no hope of stability,” says Ian Bremmer, president of 

Eurasia group, a political risk consultancy. 

Today, many of those young men and women are losing hope and are being 

radicalized by ISIS and al-Qaeda as they see their countries lost to warlords and 

tyrants. As Voltaire once said, "Those who can make you believe absurdities can 

make you commit atrocities." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://news.yahoo.com/four-years-something-arab-winter-151553074.html
http://news.yahoo.com/four-years-something-arab-winter-151553074.html
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5 Things to Know About ISIS. 
Bryan Brown 

Junior Scholastic 

April 20, 2015 
 

This Islamist army has seized much of Iraq and Syria. What does it want and what 

can be done about it? 

They swept into the news last year, spreading horrors like an invading horde from 

the Dark Ages. In just weeks, the insurgent Islamist army called ISIS* conquered a 

huge part of Syria and Iraq, threatening Iraq's capital, Baghdad. 

Imposing its harsh rule in towns under its control, ISIS held public executions, 

even stoning people accused of violating Islamic law. Captured soldiers were 

massacred by the hundreds. The world was shocked by a series of ISIS-made 

videos of Western captives being beheaded. Recently, ISIS recorded its fighters 

destroying centuries-old artifacts of Mesopotamian civilization. 

Since last August, bombing raids by a U.S.-led coalition and attacks by armies 

from Iraq and Iran have managed to halt its progress. But experts agree that 

defeating ISIS won't be easy. Here are five important things to know about what 

one journalist calls the "most powerful and effective [extremist] group in the 

world." 

1 What Is ISIS? 

ISIS is short for the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. The group's radical aim is to 

establish a massive state ruled by strict Islamic law. 

ISIS is a product of years of chaos in the Middle East. Its forerunner, an army 

called Al-Qaeda in Iraq, fought the U.S. after it toppled Saddam Hussein, Iraq's 

dictator, in 2003. In time, this group evolved into ISIS, led by an ambitious jihadi 

named Abu Bakral Baghdadi. 

Then in 2011, neighboring Syria exploded into civil war. ISIS was at first just one 

of the groups fighting Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. But, says Karl 

Kaltenthaler of the University of Akron in Ohio, it developed into a powerful 

army. 

"As ISIS won victory after victory and took more and more territory, it attracted 

fighters from all over the world," Kaltenthaler says. Officers and soldiers from 

Hussein's army also gave ISIS years of invaluable battlefield experience. 
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In December 2013, ISIS began its assault on western Iraq. Whole towns cleared 

out at their approach, creating about 1 million refugees. ISIS terrorized places 

under its control, forcing Christians and other religious minorities to convert or die, 

even selling some into slavery. With a ruthless efficiency, it seized oil refineries, 

raised taxes, and stole some $425 million from Iraq's central bank. 

2 What Does ISIS Want? 

ISIS is dedicated to re-establishing a caliphate, an Islamic state led by a caliph, or 

successor to Muhammad, Islam's founder. The most powerful caliphate, in the 9th 

century, reached from modern-day Pakistan, across the Middle East and North 

Africa, and into Spain. 

Last June, ISIS formally declared itself the Islamic State, with Baghdadi as its 

caliph. "All of the Muslim countries [are expected] to become part of this mega-

state" and pledge their loyalty to the new caliph, Kaltenthaler tells JS. 

The people of the Islamic State are Sunni Muslims. Their struggle is primarily a 

sectarian war against Shia Muslims, say experts. The bitter rivalry between Sunni 

and Shia goes back to the argument over who would succeed Muhammad after the 

Prophet's death in 632 A D. 

The governments of Iraq, Syria, and Iran -- ISIS's foes -- are all dominated by Shia 

Muslims. 

ISIS also believes that the U.S. and other Western countries are enemies of Islam, 

according to Robert Taylor of the University of Texas at Dallas. To them, Taylor 

says, "the West is corrupt. It's a colonizer. It's [taken over] much of the Arab power 

in the Middle East." ISIS's beheading videos are meant to provoke the West, 

Taylor says. "This is an act of defiance." 

3 Why Does ISIS Attract Young Westerners? 

Lately, the news has been full of stories of young Muslims from the U.S. and 

Europe joining ISIS. In New York, police arrested two young men on suspicion of 

traveling to Syria to become fighters. In Minnesota, a 20-year-old planning to 

become a lawyer left home then re-emerged in Syria posing for an online photo 

with an assault rifle. 

An estimated 20,000 foreigners from 80 countries have made similar journeys. 

About 4,000 of them have come from the West, and as many as 130 from the U.S. 

News stories document ISIS's many outrages against women, including forced 

marriages to fighters. Women are also beaten for not wearing strict Muslim dress. 

Yet, about 10 percent of ISIS's Western recruits are young women. Aqsa 
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Mahmood, a popular, Harry Potter-loving 20-year-old from Scotland, shocked her 

family by going to Syria. She convinced three teen girls from London to join her. 

Airport security cameras captured the girls leaving England (see p. 9). 

"Some [young people] are drawn to ISIS out of a belief that it is creating what God 

intended for Muslims," Kaltenthaler tells JS. He says female recruits may also hold 

an image of an ideal community of faithful Muslim women caring for jihadi men -- 

especially if the women come from countries where they feel out of place as 

Muslims. 

"The Islamic State offers a positive image and says: 'You're welcome here. Come 

join us in the formation of an ideal state,"' one expert told The New York Times. 

Many of these recruits are "bedroom radicals" -- quietly converted in their own 

homes through social media and a professional Internet campaign. "ISIS does a 

very good job of creating slick messages that play on the emotions of young 

Muslims to get them to come and join their cause," says Kaltenthaler. 

4 How Strong Is ISIS? 

Today, ISIS has assembled an army of as many as 35,000 fighters. It has made 

billions of dollars from donations, taxes, and selling oil. Foreign extremist armies 

like Boko Haram in Nigeria have pledged allegiance. "This is not just a [terrorist] 

group," says Taylor. "It's a worldwide movement." 

However, ISIS is starting to show some cracks. Air strikes and ground-force 

attacks have reduced its territory by about 25 percent, the U.S. Department of 

Defense says. The bombing has also successfully targeted ISIS oil facilities, 

reducing its ability to fund its operations. ISIS's goal of keeping an actual state 

together-providing medicine and drinkable water for all those people -- has proved 

more and more difficult. 

ISIS's success in attracting fighters from many countries has brought its own 

problems. "They can't talk to each other because they don't share a common 

language," Kaltenthaler says. Veteran fighters also resent the privileged status 

given to foreign recruits. 

Another source of ISIS's strength has been support from Sunnis that resent their 

countries' Shia governments. But some of those people are now tired of the group's 

brutality, and resist being made to fight. "People supported [ISIS] because they 

were scared or they needed money," one Syrian opposition leader told a reporter. 

"Now people want nothing to do with them, and if [ISIS] puts pressure on them, 

they just flee. 

5 Can ISIS Be Stopped? 
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Are the U.S. and its allies strong enough to defeat ISIS? That's a tough question. 

For Kaltenthaler, part of the answer is in convincing people in the Middle East to 

put aside the 1,300-yearold conflict between Sunni and Shia Islam and work 

together. Both sects must also believe they have a stake in their countries. 

"Sunnis and Shias in Iraq and Syria must look at ISIS as the common enemy rather 

than each other as the bigger enemy," he says. 

Taylor thinks that, in the end, the West will have to negotiate directly with the 

Islamic State. "We're just not going to be able to deal with this militarily," he says. 

So far, U.S. President Barack Obama has refused to send combat troops. But the 

U.S.-led bombing campaign has played a major part in containing ISIS. Last 

month, the U.S. also began contributing air power to the Iraqi army's weeks-old 

campaign to take back the important city of Tikrit. 

"Make no mistake, this is a difficult mission," Obama has said. But, he added, "our 

coalition is on the offensive, [ISIS] is on the defensive, and [ISIS] is going to lose." 

Taylor is more cautious. He insists that Americans who believe that ISIS is simply 

a temporary problem to be solved need to consider the attitude of people in the 

Middle East. "They think in hundreds of years instead of decades," he says. ISIS is 

prepared to accept any defeats as temporary setbacks and wait for history to go its 

way. 

"This isn't going to be a quickie," Taylor says. "It's going to be tough." 
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Belgian Who Fought for ISIS Masterminded Paris Attack, 

Official Says 

By KIMIKO DE FREYTAS-TAMURA, AURELIEN 

BREEDEN and KATRIN BENNHOLD 

THE NEW YORK TIMES 

NOV. 16, 2015 
 

BRUSSELS — The French authorities have concluded that Abdelhamid Abaaoud, 

a 27-year-old Belgian man who has fought in Syria for the Islamic State, was the 

mastermind of the Paris terrorist attacks. 

 

A French official briefed on the investigation, who spoke on the condition of 

anonymity because he was not authorized to discuss operational details, said that 

Mr. Abaaoud — already a suspect in a Belgian terrorist plot that was foiled in 

January — had mentioned plans to attack “a concert hall” to a French citizen who 

returned from Syria. Mr. Abaaoud, this official said, was also in contact with 

Ismaël Omar Mostefaï, one of the Paris attackers. 

 

President François Hollande of France said the attacks had been “planned in Syria, 

organized in Belgium, perpetrated on our soil with French complicity,” and he 

described Syria as “the biggest factory of terrorists the world has ever known.” 

 

Mr. Hollande reiterated his determination to annihilate the Islamic State. “France is 

at war,” he told a rare joint session of Parliament at the Château de Versailles. Mr. 

Hollande proposed extending the state of emergency that he declared on Friday for 

three months, and making it easier to revoke the French citizenship of those who 

hold dual passports and are involved in terrorism. 

 

The United States has given support to the French airstrikes on the Islamic State 

stronghold in Raqqa, Syria, but President Obama on Monday again ruled out a 

ground intervention. “Let’s assume that we were to send 50,000 troops into Syria,” 

he said at a gathering of leaders of the Group of 20 industrial and emerging-market 

economies in Antalya, Turkey. “What happens when there’s a terrorist attack 

generated from Yemen? Do we then send troops into there? Or Libya, perhaps?” 

 

Across France and Belgium, the authorities raced to track down suspects and chase 

leads. 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/katrin_bennhold/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/25/world/europe/belgium-confronts-the-jihadist-danger-within.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/11/15/world/europe/belgium-terrorism-suspects.html
http://www.nytimes.com/news-event/attacks-in-paris?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/16/world/europe/paris-terror-attack.html
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French officials conducted sweeping police raids around the country overnight, 

detaining 23 people. 

 

In Belgium, heavily armed police officers wearing balaclavas descended on the 

Molenbeek neighborhood in Brussels early Monday in an unsuccessful search for 

Salah Abdeslam, 26, who is believed to have helped carry out the Paris terrorist 

attacks. 

 

The raid ended after more than three hours. Mr. Abdeslam remains at large. His 

brother Ibrahim was one of the attackers who died in Paris. A third brother, 

Mohamed, and four other men who had been detained were released on Monday. 

 

At noon, France observed a moment of silence in honor of the victims of the 

attack, which killed 129 and injured about 350 others. The Métro and cars stopped 

and crowds gathered at a makeshift memorial at the Place de la République and at 

the Eiffel Tower. Mr. Hollande stood with students at the Sorbonne. Many recited 

the national anthem, “La Marseillaise,” after the moment passed. In other cities — 

Delhi, Doha and Dublin — crowds gathered at French Embassies to pay their 

respect. 

 

As the country observed it’s second of three days of national mourning, law-

enforcement operations continued. 

 

Under a state of emergency that Mr. Hollande declared on Friday, the police are 

empowered to conduct raids without a search warrant, and Bernard Cazeneuve, the 

interior minister, said 168 such raids had taken place in 19 French departments, 

including the Paris region and in Lille, Lyon, Marseille and Toulouse. The police 

arrested 23 people and confiscated 19 weapons, including 19 handguns, eight long 

guns and four heavy weapons, as well as computer hardware, cellphones and 

narcotics. Another 104 people were placed under house arrest. 

 

In one home in the Rhône department, Mr. Cazeneuve said, the police found a 

Kalashnikov assault rifle, three automatic pistols, ammunition and bulletproof 

vests. Officers obtained a warrant to search the home of the parents of one suspect, 

where they found several automatic pistols, ammunition, police armbands, military 

clothing and a rocket launcher. 

 

Mr. Cazeneuve said that the investigation on the attacks in Paris was “making 

quick progress” but that the threat of terrorist attacks “remains high.” Six attacks 

http://www.nytimes.com/live/paris-attacks-live-updates/168-raids-and-104-people-under-house-arrest-france-says
http://www.nytimes.com/live/paris-attacks-live-updates/search-ends-after-more-than-3-hours-in-brussels-district
http://www.nytimes.com/live/paris-attacks-live-updates/search-ends-after-more-than-3-hours-in-brussels-district
http://www.nytimes.com/live/paris-attacks-live-updates/a-moment-of-silence-in-paris-and-around-the-world
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on French territory have been foiled or avoided since the spring, Mr. Cazeneuve 

said. 

 

“We are using all the possibilities given to us by the state of emergency, that is to 

say administrative raids, 24 hours a day,” Prime Minister Manuel Valls said in an 

interview on RTL radio on Monday. He vowed to keep intense pressure on “radical 

Islamism, Salafist groups, all those who preach hatred of the Republic.” 

 

The authorities also confirmed on Monday that one of the terrorists who struck 

Paris on Friday evening had entered Europe through Greece on a Syrian passport 

last month, providing new evidence that the attackers used the flow of hundreds of 

thousands of migrants to further their plot. 

 

The Paris prosecutor, François Molins, said in a statement that the man — 

identified on his passport as Ahmad al-Mohammad, 25, a native of Idlib, Syria — 

was one of the men who blew himself up outside the Stade de France on Friday 

night, where the French and German national soccer teams were playing, with Mr. 

Hollande in attendance. The passport was found at the scene. 

 

Mr. Molins said the suicide bomber’s fingerprints were consistent with those 

recorded at a border check in Greece last month — but that additional verification 

was needed. The Greek authorities said that the holder of the passport passed 

through the island of Leros on Oct. 3, and the Serbian authorities said he passed 

through the border town of Presovo on Oct. 7, after entering from Macedonia. It 

remains unclear if the passport was authentic. 

 

The nearly unchecked flow of migrants into Europe from Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria 

and other countries had already provoked a political backlash before the Paris 

attacks, and word that one of the bombers had embedded himself in the flow of 

people crossing the Continent with minimal security checks could create further 

pressure to close borders and be less welcoming to migrants. 

 

Mr. Molins also identified another assailant, Samy Amimour, who blew himself up 

at the Bataclan concert hall, where 89 people were killed on Friday. Mr. Amimour, 

28, was born in Paris and lived in Drancy, a suburb of the city, the statement said. 

 

Mr. Molins said that Mr. Amimour was known to the French authorities, having 

been charged in October 2012 with criminal terrorist conspiracy, after a plan to 

leave for Yemen that was not carried out, the statement said. Mr. Amimour was 

http://www.nytimes.com/live/paris-attacks-live-updates/2-attackers-in-paris-assaults-are-identified
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/11/15/world/europe/manhunt-for-paris-attackers.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/16/world/europe/paris-attacks-shift-europes-migrant-focus-to-security.html
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placed under judicial supervision but violated the terms of that supervision in the 

fall of 2013, prompting the authorities to put out an international arrest warrant. 

Last December, Le Monde had interviewed Mr. Amimour’s father — it did not 

publish his family’s name at the time — who went to Syria to try to bring back his 

son. 

 

Three members of Mr. Amimour’s family were arrested on Monday morning and 

are currently in police custody, the statement said. 

 

“We are at war against terrorism,” Mr. Valls said, warning that new attacks were 

possible in the coming weeks or days. 

 

Mr. Valls did not describe the raids or mention any arrests, but Mr. Cazeneuve was 

scheduled to give a statement later on Monday morning. 

 

Mr. Hollande has blamed the Islamic State, also known as ISIS or ISIL, for the 

attacks. On Sunday night and Monday morning, France unleashed a retaliatory 

strike against the group’s headquarters in Raqqa, Syria. The French Defense 

Ministry said its warplanes had dropped at least 20 bombs on a series of Islamic 

State targets, including an ammunitions depot and a training camp. 

 

“This attack was organized, planned and conceived from Syria,” Mr. Valls told 

RTL radio, referring to the Paris attacks. 

 

The Turkish government confirmed on Monday that Mr. Mostefaï, 29, a French 

citizen who died in the Paris attacks — entered Turkey in 2013 but that “there is no 

record of him leaving the country.” 

 

A senior Turkish official, speaking on the condition of anonymity, said the 

government flagged Mr. Mostefaï twice — in December 2014 and again in June of 

this year — but that “we have, however, not heard back from France on the 

matter.” He added: “It was only after the Paris attacks that the Turkish authorities 

received an information request about Ismaël Omar Mostefaï from France.” 

 

The official added that “this is not a time to play the blame game” but added that 

governments need to do better at sharing intelligence to prevent terrorism. 

 

Elsewhere in Europe, the authorities tightened security. 

http://abonnes.lemonde.fr/m-actu/article/2014/12/18/voyage-amer-sur-les-traces-d-un-fils-djihadiste_4542800_4497186.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/16/world/europe/inquiry-finds-mounting-proof-of-syria-link-to-paris-attacks.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video/world/europe/100000004039697/france-prepares-for-more-attacks.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/11/14/world/middleeast/isis-expansion.html
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Britain on Monday announced that it would pay for an additional 1,900 

intelligence officers, and review aviation security, as part of its response to the 

attacks. 

 

Extra resources will be found to finance more staff at MI5, which deals with 

internal security; at MI6, its foreign intelligence agency; and at Government 

Communications Headquarters, which conducts electronic surveillance, the office 

of Prime Minister David Cameron said. 

 

The home secretary, Theresa May, said the police were “intensifying their 

presence” in cities and at certain locations and large events. She said there would 

be tighter surveillance of those arriving in Britain and that border guards were 

making targeted checks of passengers and vehicles leaving for France. 

 

Speaking from Turkey, where he was attending the Group of 20 meeting, Mr. 

Cameron also said he would consider speeding up the legislative timetable for a 

proposed law to govern electronic snooping by the intelligence agencies, though he 

added that it was important to bring Parliament and public support with him. 

 

John O. Brennan, the director of the Central Intelligence Agency, said on Monday 

that both the Paris attacks and the crash of a Russian jet over the Sinai Peninsula 

bore the “hallmarks” of the Islamic State. 

 

Speaking at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, Mr. 

Brennan called the group an “association of murderous sociopaths,” that is “not 

going to content itself with violence inside the Syrian and Iraqi borders.” 

 

Wading into the debate over surveillance, privacy and encryption, Mr. Brennan 

said he hoped the Paris attacks would be a “wake-up call,” adding “hand-wringing” 

had weakened the ability of Western intelligence services to prevent attacks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/live/paris-attacks-live-updates/britain-to-increase-funding-for-foreign-intelligence
http://www.nytimes.com/live/paris-attacks-live-updates/britain-to-increase-funding-for-foreign-intelligence
http://www.nytimes.com/live/paris-attacks-live-updates/turkey-warned-french-twice-about-attacker-official-says
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Obama: No ground troops against Islamic State 

David Jackson 

USA TODAY 

November 16, 2015 
 

 

Describing the Islamic State as "the face of evil, "President Obama said Monday he 

will continue working with other countries on a coordinated strategy to "degrade 

and ultimately destroy" the militant group — without U.S. combat troops. 

 

"We have the right strategy and we're going to see it through," Obama said after a 

Group of 20 nations summit that focused on counter-terrorism in the wake of last 

week's attacks in Paris. 

 

The president defended a strategy based on air strikes, working with allies on 

intelligence gathering, and training local military forces. He said that deploying a 

large U.S. military force to fight the Islamic State in Syria and Iraq — a step 

recommended by Republican presidential candidates and other critics — would be 

ineffective. 

 

Military advisers have told him that ground troops "would be a mistake," Obama 

said during a news conference in Turkey, the site of the G-20 summit. 

In addition to likely casualties, Obama said the United States would be put in a 

position of occupying large parts of Syria and Iraq without any clear way out, as 

happened after the 2003 invasion of Iraq. He said the United States should not 

"shoot first and aim later," and cited terrorist threats from other nations like Libya 

and Yemen. 

 

"A strategy has to be one that can be sustained," Obama said. 

Instead, the United States is coordinating local military in the forces to fight 

against the Islamic State, Obama said, and they have pushed the militants back 

within their self-declared caliphate. The strategy uses all elements of U.S. power, 

Obama said: "Military, intelligence, economic, development and the strength of 

our communities." 

He and his team understand that "this would be a long-term campaign," Obama 

said. "There will be setbacks and there will be successes. The terrible events in 

Paris were obviously a terrible and sickening setback." 

 



19 
 

In responding to that attack, Obama announced plans to streamline the process by 

which the United States and France share intelligence information about potential 

terrorists. He also expressed continued support for diplomacy designed to seek a 

political settlement in Syria, where civil war has aided the development of the 

Islamic State. 

 

Disputing the suggestion that he has underestimated the group known as ISIL — 

Obama said: "This is precisely why we're in Iraq as we speak and why we're 

operating in Syria as we speak. And it's precisely why we have mobilized 65 

countries to go after ISIL." 

 

The president also said the attacks in Paris should not stop U.S. plans to accept 

refugees from Syria, many of whom are trying to flee the horrors of the Islamic 

State. "Slamming the door in their faces would be a betrayal of our values," Obama 

said. So far, Republican governors of Alabama, Arkansas, Michigan and Texas 

have called for a ban on Syrian refugees to their states. 

 

In a letter to Obama, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said that "a Syrian 'refugee' appears 

to have been part of the Paris terror attack. American humanitarian compassion 

could be exploited to expose Americans to similar deadly danger." 

 

While not citing Republican critics by name, Obama said anyone who wants to 

"pop off" about the Islamic State should "present a specific plan." He said many 

critics are proposing "things that we're already doing." 

 

Obama also denounced some Republicans' "shameful" calls to give preference to 

Christian refugees from Syria, a proposal made by GOP presidential candidate Jeb 

Bush among others. Obama said there should not be a "religious test" applied to 

people who fleeing persecution. He said Americans need to be careful not to make 

this a war against Islam, but rather a fight against people who kill in the name of 

religion. 

 

Obama said he disagreed with his predecessor, Republican President George W. 

Bush, on many issues, but applauded his statements after the 9/11 attacks that the 

United States is not engaged in a war with Islam. 

It is important for "those who are in leadership" not to feed "a dark impulse inside 

of us," he said. 

As Obama spoke in Turkey, French President Francois Hollande announced he 

would be meeting with the U.S. president in the coming days to "join our forces" 
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against the Islamic State. He called for "a union of all who can fight this terrorist 

army in a single coalition." 
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How Should the U.S. Respond to Terror? 

John Horgan 

Scientific American 

November 16, 2015 
 

 

 

I was at a workshop on the mind-body problem—where scientists and philosophers 

debated, among other questions, whether dark energy might be conscious—when 

reality intruded. Someone sitting beside me silently showed me his smart phone, 

which displayed a report that terrorists had struck Paris. Again. 

 

The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria is suspected of involvement in the attacks, 

which killed 129 people. France and the U.S. have already stepped up bombing of 

alleged ISIS targets in Syria, according to The New York Times. Some Republican 

Presidential candidates are demanding that the U.S. attack ISIS far more forcefully. 

What should the U.S. do? Here are thoughts cobbled together from previous posts. 

I am not an absolute pacifist. Sometimes violence is required to stop greater 

violence—both to defend ourselves and, more rarely, to defend others. Military 

force can be employed if it conforms to what I call the "end-of-war rule." Two of 

the rule's criteria are: 1, our violence will not make a bad situation worse; 2, there 

are no nonviolent options. 

 

Will increased U.S. military intervention in Iraq and Syria make a bad situation 

worse? Recent history suggests that the answer is yes. The U.S. invasions of Iraq 

and Afghanistan have been catastrophic failures on every possible level, both for 

Americans and for the Iraqis and Afghans we always claim to be helping. 

According to the reputable group Iraq Body Count, since the U.S. invasion of Iraq 

in 2003, 224,000 people, including at least 146,181 civilians, have died of war-

related injuries. Between 2003 and 2011, U.S.-coalition forces were directly 

responsible for the deaths of 15,060 civilians, of whom at least 1,201 were 

children. As I reported in September, recent attacks by U.S.-coalition forces 

against Islamic forces in Iraq and Syria have killed as many as 1,550 civilians. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/16/world/europe/paris-terror-attack.html?
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/16/us/politics/paris-attacks-pose-test-for-us-presidential-candidates.html
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/cross-check/u-s-bombs-which-helped-spawn-isis-can-8217-t-crush-it/
https://www.iraqbodycount.org/
https://www.iraqbodycount.org/analysis/numbers/2011/
https://www.iraqbodycount.org/analysis/numbers/2011/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/cross-check/where-is-outcry-over-children-killed-by-u-s-led-forces/


22 
 

Moreover, U.S. militarism helped create ISIS. Here is how antiwar activist David 

Swanson put it in an email to me: "The U.S. and its junior partners destroyed Iraq, 

left sectarian division, poverty, desperation, and an illegitimate government in 

Baghdad that did not represent Sunnis or other groups." Swanson continued: 

Then the U.S. armed and trained ISIS and allied groups in Syria, while continuing 

to prop up the Baghdad government, providing Hellfire missiles with which to 

attack Iraqis in Fallujah and elsewhere. ISIS has religious adherents but also 

opportunistic supporters who see it as the force resisting an unwanted rule from 

Baghdad and who increasingly see it as resisting the United States. It is in 

possession of U.S. weaponry provided directly to it in Syria and seized from the 

Iraqi government. At last count by the U.S. government, 79% of weapons 

transferred to Middle Eastern governments come from the United States, not 

counting transfers to groups like ISIS, and not counting weapons in the possession 

of the United States. So, the first thing to do differently going forward: stop 

bombing nations into ruins, and stop shipping weapons into the area you've left in 

chaos. 

 

There are nonviolent options, which Swanson spells out here, for quelling the 

violence in Iraq and Syria. At the same website, a group of 53 religious groups, 

academics and ministers proposes, in part: 

 

*Stop U.S. bombing in Iraq to prevent bloodshed, instability and the accumulation 

of grievances that contribute to the global justification for the Islamic State’s 

existence among its supporters. 

*Provide robust humanitarian assistance to those who are fleeing the violence. 

Provide food and much needed supplies in coordination with the United Nations. 

*Engage with the UN, all Iraqi political and religious leaders, and others in the 

international community on diplomatic efforts for a lasting political solution for 

Iraq. 

*Ensure a significantly more inclusive Iraqi government along with substantive 

programs of social reconciliation to interrupt the flow and perhaps peel back some 

of the persons joining the Islamic State. In the diplomatic strategy, particularly 

include those with influence on key actors in the Islamic State. 

http://warisacrime.org/content/what-do-about-isis
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/cross-check/how-should-the-u-s-respond-to-terror/warisacrime.org
http://warisacrime.org/content/53-national-religious-groups-academics-and-ministers-urge-alternatives-us-military-action-ir
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*Work for a political settlement to the crisis in Syria. The conflicts in Iraq and 

Syria are intricately connected and should be addressed holistically. Return to the 

Geneva peace process for a negotiated settlement to the civil war in Syria and 

expand the agenda to include regional peace and stability. Ensure Iran’s full  

participation in the process. 

 

For a more comprehensive peace plan, see “A Global Security System: An 

Alternative to War,” compiled by the international organization World Beyond 

War. 

 

The ultimate criterion of my end-of-war rule is that military intervention should be 

employed in a manner consistent with the ultimate goal of ending war once and for 

all. Escalating U.S. force in the Mideast—far from taking us closer to world 

peace—would perpetuate militarism. Whenever the U.S. resorts to bombs and 

bullets to advance its agenda, it legitimizes the use of lethal force by others, 

including groups like ISIS. 

One of the great ironies in debates about war and peace is that hawks view 

themselves as hard-headed "realists" and denigrate doves as soft-headed and 

delusional. The real delusion is thinking that U.S. military force—which over the 

last decade has exacerbated the terrible violence wracking the Mideast—can now 

dispel it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://worldbeyondwar.org/alternative/
http://worldbeyondwar.org/alternative/
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ISIS excels at recruiting American teens: Here are four reasons 

why 
Husna Haq 

CS Monitor 

October 22, 2014 
 

 

Three Denver schoolgirls skipped class Friday to fly to Turkey to join ISIS. 

A 19-year-old American nurse aid planned to travel to the Turkish border to 

marry an ISIS member she met on the Internet. 

A suburban Chicago teen was arrested before boarding a flight to Turkey to 

join ISIS fighters in Iraq and Syria. 

These are just three recent examples of American teenagers lured from lives of 

relative comfort in the US to the frontlines of the Islamic State in Iraq and 

Syria, or ISIS, a terrorist group known for its brutality – and increasingly, for 

its sophisticated recruitment campaigns that are drawing more and more 

disaffected teens from Western countries such as the US, the UK, and France. 

According to CIA estimates, about 2,000 Westerners have traveled to Iraq and 

Syria (many via Turkey) to join ISIS. Of these, more than 100 have come from 

the US, at least 500 from the UK, and more than 700 from France, according to 

estimates from authorities in those countries. 

Among the American teens were the trio of Colorado girls of Somali and 

Sudanese descent, aged 16, 17, and 18, who stole their passports and $2,000 in 

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_26770787/fbi-denver-3-colorado-teenagers-stopped-headed-join
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Latest-News-Wires/2014/1021/FBI-Three-Denver-girls-may-have-tried-to-join-ISIS-video
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/10/06/isis-arrested-terrorism-us-teenager-chicago-ohare/16810803/
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Turkey
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Iraq
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Syria
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/United+States
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2753004/CIA-believes-ranks-ISIS-fighters-swollen-TRIPLE-number-previously-thought-31-500-fighters-2-000-Westerners.html
http://wgntv.com/2014/10/22/3-denver-girls-played-hooky-from-school-and-tried-to-join-isis-officials-say/
http://wgntv.com/2014/10/22/3-denver-girls-played-hooky-from-school-and-tried-to-join-isis-officials-say/
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cash from their parents, skipped class, and boarded a flight to Turkey by way of 

Germany, where they were met by FBI officials after their parents discovered 

they were missing. 

In April, 19-year-old American convert to Islam Shannon Conley, a nurse aid, 

was arrested at Denver International Airport attempting to board a flight to 

Turkey via Germany, where she was to marry an ISIS member. And earlier this 

month, suburban Chicago teen Mohammed Khan was arrested at O'Hare 

International Airport where he was planning to fly to Vienna and then onward 

to Istanbul, before crossing into Syria to join ISIS. 

Why are growing numbers of American teens - and increasingly, teenage girls - 

drawn to leave the US and join ISIS, known for its brutal violence, executions, 

bombing, and beheading? 

Largely, because ISIS is extremely good at luring Westerners into its ranks. 

Here's how it preys on American youth. 

Appeal to sense of identity  

 According to news and FBI reports, ISIS typically preys on Western youth 

who are disillusioned and have no sense of purpose or belonging. 

Much like criminal gangs that offer a sense of family and belonging, ISIS 

offers disaffected teens a chance to join a group that gives them purpose and 

meaning – however misguided. 



26 
 

"The general picture provided by foreign fighters of their lives in Syria 

suggests camaraderie, good morale and purposeful activity, all mixed in with a 

sense of understated heroism, designed to attract their friends as well as to 

boost their own self-esteem," Richard Barrett of The Soufan Group wrote in a 

report called "Foreign fighters in Syria" this summer. 

Sophisticated internet propaganda  

In the world of terrorism, the Internet is a double-edged sword, used by 

authorities to track terrorists and would-be terrorists, as well as by terrorist 

groups to recruit fighters from around the world. 

And according to Matthew Olsen, director of the National Counterterrorism 

Center, ISIS now operates the most sophisticate propaganda machine of any 

terrorist organization, as he told CNN in a recent piece on ISIS recruitment. 

"Importantly, the group also views itself as the now-leader of a global jihadist 

movement," Olsen told CNN. "It turns out timely, high-quality media, and it 

uses social media to secure a widespread following." 

Appeal to a sense of religious obligation 

Muslim leaders worldwide have condemned ISIS, reiterating that there is no 

Islamic rationale for its actions and even launching a Twitter campaign against 

the group, #NotInMyName. Nonetheless, ISIS continues to appeal to a 

misguided sense of religious duty. 

http://soufangroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/TSG-Foreign-Fighters-in-Syria.pdf
http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/07/world/isis-western-draw/
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2014/0922/Muslim-youths-counter-Islamic-State-with-NotInMyName-Twitter-campaign
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2014/0922/Muslim-youths-counter-Islamic-State-with-NotInMyName-Twitter-campaign
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“They’re often times searching for an identity, because what the jihadis are 

actually pushing is a specific narrative, which is: Your people (Muslims) are 

being oppressed in this place called Syria; your government is doing nothing; 

we’re the only ones who are actually going to help you out,” Aki Peritz, a 

former CIA officer, told Chicago's WGN network. “Why don’t you join the 

fight?” 

Female-targeted recruitment 

Perhaps most surprising, ISIS is developing a new recruitment tactic: preying 

on teenage girls. 

The terror group launched a new online propaganda campaign last week called 

“al-Zawra,” which uses various social media platforms and videos as a sort of 

jihad primer for young women. 

According to the International Business Times, "Aside from cooking and 

sewing (apparently two essential skills for a woman looking to join the jihad) 

the campaign aims to “to teach sisters software design and editing,” and “the 

physical side and ... the use of weapons.” 

In one counter-propaganda effort in London, a group of activists staged a mock 

sex slave auction in the street to dramatize ISIS goals and treatment of 

women. “This is just an example of what is going on inSyria and Iraq in the 

places where the Islamic State has gained power,” Karam Kruda, the man with 

the megaphone, says in the video. 

 

 

http://wgntv.com/2014/10/22/3-denver-girls-played-hooky-from-school-and-tried-to-join-isis-officials-say/
http://www.ibtimes.com/isis-female-recruitment-campaign-could-have-inspired-three-american-teenage-girls-join-1709185
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb/showthread.php?t=65497
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2014/1016/What-does-an-ISIS-sex-slave-auction-look-like-video
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A new video shows Anonymous declaring its 'biggest 

operation ever' against ISIS 

Andrew Griffin 

The Independent 

November 16, 2015 

 

 

 

Anonymous has declared "war" on ISIS in response to the attacks in Paris that left 

more than 100 people dead. 

Members of the online collective have posted a video. It continues the group's 

work against ISIS, which began strongly after the Charlie Hebdo attacks in 

January. 

In a video posted soon after the attacks, a person claiming to represent the group 

warns members of Islamic State that it intended to hunt them down. It said it would 

"unite humanity" in the operation, which it said would use hacking to weaken the 

group. 

"Anonymous from all over the world will hunt you down," said the voice in the 

video, which included footage of the group's ubiquitous Guy Fawkes mask and was 

in French. "You should know that we will find you and we will not let you go. 

"We will launch the biggest operation ever against you. 

"Expect massive cyberattacks. War is declared. Get prepared. 

"The French people are stronger than you and will come out of this atrocity even 

stronger." 

The video has been watched almost a million times, and thousands of people have 

shared tweets about Anonymous' call to action. Across Twitter, users said they 

http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/operation-isis-anonymous-vows-to-take-down-accounts-and-associated-with-extremist-group-10035199.html
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would shut down social-media accounts and websites, as well as claiming to help 

disrupt communications. 

Anonymous has made repeated calls to action against ISIS since the Charlie Hebdo 

attacks in January. Very shortly after the attacks, it started taking down extremist 

websites, and it has been running campaigns on social media ever since. 

The group has been particularly active on Twitter, where it has worked to identify 

ISIS social-media accounts — often used to distribute propaganda and share news 

releases — and then report them to the company so they can be taken down. 

 

 

WHO IS ANONYMOUS? Anonymous (used as a mass noun) is a loosely associated international 

network of activist and hacktivist entities. A website nominally associated with the group describes it as "an 

internet gathering" with "a very loose and decentralized command structure that operates on ideas rather 

than directives".[2] The group became known for a series of well-publicized publicity stunts and distributed 

denial-of-service (DDoS) attacks on government, religious, and corporate websites. 

Anonymous originated in 2003 on the imageboard 4chan, representing the concept of many online and 

offline community users simultaneously existing as an anarchic, digitized global brain.[3][4] Anonymous 

members (known as "Anons") can be distinguished in public by the wearing of stylised Guy Fawkes masks.[5] 

In its early form, the concept was adopted by a decentralized online community acting anonymously in a 

coordinated manner, usually toward a loosely self-agreed goal, and primarily focused on entertainment, or 

"lulz". Beginning with 2008's Project Chanology—a series of protests, pranks, and hacks targeting the Church 

of Scientology—the Anonymous collective became increasingly associated with collaborative hacktivism on a 

number of issues internationally. Individuals claiming to align themselves with Anonymous undertook 

protests and other actions (including direct action) in retaliation against anti-digital piracy campaigns by 

motion picture and recording industry trade associations. Later targets of Anonymous hacktivism included 

government agencies of the US, Israel, Tunisia, Uganda, and others; ISIS; child pornography sites; copyright 

protection agencies; theWestboro Baptist Church; and corporations such as PayPal, MasterCard, Visa, 

and Sony. Anons have publicly supported WikiLeaks and the Occupy movement. Related 

groups LulzSec and Operation AntiSec carried out cyberattacks on US government agencies, media, video 

game companies, military contractors, military personnel, and police officers, resulting in the attention of law 

enforcement to the groups' activities. Some actions by the group have been described as being anti-Zionist. It 

has threatened to erase Israel from the Internet[6][dubious – discuss] and engaged in the "#OpIsrael" cyber-attacks of 

Israeli websites on Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) i 

http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/operation-isis-anonymous-vows-to-take-down-accounts-and-associated-with-extremist-group-10035199.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/operation-isis-anonymous-vows-to-take-down-accounts-and-associated-with-extremist-group-10035199.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/anonymous-vows-to-take-down-isis-how-twitter-has-become-a-battleground-for-propaganda-10037989.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/anonymous-vows-to-take-down-isis-how-twitter-has-become-a-battleground-for-propaganda-10037989.html
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Beirut, Also the Site of Deadly Attacks, Feels Forgotten 
Anne Barnard 

NY TIMES 

November 15, 2015 
 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Ali Awad, 14, was chopping vegetables when the first bomb 

struck. Adel Tormous, who would die tackling the second bomber, was sitting at a 

nearby coffee stand. Khodr Alaa Deen, a registered nurse, was on his way to work 

his night shift at the teaching hospital of the American University at Beirut, in 

Lebanon. 

 

All three lost their lives in a double suicide attack in Beirut on Thursday, along with 

40 others, and much like the scores who died a day later in Paris, they were killed at 

random, in a bustling urban area, while going about their normal evening business. 

Around the crime scenes in south Beirut and central Paris alike, a sense of shock and 

sadness lingered into the weekend, with cafes and markets quieter than usual. The 

consecutive rampages, both claimed by the Islamic State, inspired feelings of shared, 

even global vulnerability — especially in Lebanon, where many expressed shock 

that such chaos had reached France, a country they regarded as far safer than their 

own. 

 

But for some in Beirut, that solidarity was mixed with anguish over the fact that just 

one of the stricken cities — Paris — received a global outpouring of sympathy akin 

to the one lavished on the United States after the 9/11 attacks. 

 

Monuments around the world lit up in the colors of the French flag; presidential 

speeches touted the need to defend “shared values;” Facebook offered users a one-

click option to overlay their profile pictures with the French tricolor, a service not 

offered for the Lebanese flag. On Friday the social media giant even activated Safety 

Check, a feature usually reserved for natural disasters that lets people alert loved 

ones that they are unhurt; they had not activated it the day before for Beirut. 

“When my people died, no country bothered to light up its landmarks in the colors 

of their flag,” Elie Fares, a Lebanese doctor, wrote on his blog. “When my people 

died, they did not send the world into mourning. Their death was but an irrelevant 

fleck along the international news cycle, something that happens in those parts of 

the world.” 

 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/lebanon/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/13/world/middleeast/lebanon-explosions-southern-beirut-hezbollah.html?ref=topics
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/lebanon/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.nytimes.com/live/paris-attacks-live-updates/monuments
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/15/technology/as-paris-terror-attacks-unfolded-social-media-tools-offered-help-in-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/15/technology/as-paris-terror-attacks-unfolded-social-media-tools-offered-help-in-crisis.html
http://stateofmind13.com/
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The implication, numerous Lebanese commentators complained, was that Arab lives 

mattered less. Either that, or that their country — relatively calm despite the war 

next door — was perceived as a place where carnage is the norm, an undifferentiated 

corner of a basket-case region. 

 

In fact, while Beirut was once synonymous with violence, when it went through a 

grinding civil war a generation ago, this was the deadliest suicide bombing to hit the 

city since that conflict ended in 1990. Lebanon has weathered waves of political 

assassinations, street skirmishes and wars; Israeli airstrikes leveled whole apartment 

blocks in 2006. But it had been a year of relative calm. 

 

(A reminder of the muddled perceptions came last week, when Jeb Bush, the 

Republican presidential candidate, declared that “if you’re a Christian, increasingly 

in Lebanon, or Iraq or Syria, you’re gonna be beheaded.” That was news to 

Lebanon’s Christians, who hold significant political power.) 

 

The disparity in reactions highlighted a sense in the region of being left alone to bear 

the brunt of Syria’s deadly four-year war, which has sent more than four million 

refugees fleeing, mostly to neighboring countries like Lebanon. For the Lebanese, 

the government has been little help, plagued as it is with gridlock and corruption that 

have engendered electricity and water shortages and, most recently, a collapse of 

garbage collection. Many in the region — both supporters and opponents of the 

Syrian government — say they have long warned the international powers that, if 

left unaddressed, the conflict would eventually spill into the West. 

To be sure, the attacks meant different things in Paris and Beirut. Paris saw it as a 

bolt from the blue, the worst attack in the city in decades, while to Beirut the 

bombing was the fulfillment of a never entirely absent fear that another outbreak of 

violence may come. 

 

Lebanon seemed to have recovered over the past year and a half from a series of 

bombings claimed by Sunni militant groups as revenge for the intervention by 

Hezbollah, the Lebanon-based Shiite militia, in the Syrian civil war to provide 

critical support for the Syrian government. 

 

Some blamed news coverage for the perception that Beirut is still an active war zone. 

They cited headlines — including, briefly, a Times one that was soon changed to be 

more precise — that refer to the predominantly Shiite neighborhood where the 

bombing took place as a “stronghold” of the militia and political party Hezbollah. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/13/world/middleeast/a-refugee-crisis-in-lebanon-hides-in-plain-sight.html?ref=topics
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/13/world/middleeast/a-refugee-crisis-in-lebanon-hides-in-plain-sight.html?ref=topics
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/13/world/middleeast/lebanon-explosions-southern-beirut-hezbollah.html?ref=topics
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That is hard to dispute in the political sense — Hezbollah controls security in the 

neighborhood and is highly popular there, along with the allied Amal party. But the 

phrase also risks portraying a busy civilian, residential and commercial district as a 

justifiable military target. 

 

Meanwhile, Syrians fretted that the brunt of reaction to both attacks would fall on 

them. There are a million Syrians in Lebanon, a country of four million; some have 

become desperate enough to contemplate joining the accelerating flow of those 

taking smugglers’ boats to Europe. 

 

But now, the attacks could rally political pressure in Europe to stop admitting them. 

When evidence emerged that at least one of the Paris attackers may have posed as 

an asylum seeker to reach Europe, some opponents of the migration quickly used 

that to argue for closing the doors. 

 

That drew sharp reactions from Syrians, who said refugees were fleeing to Europe 

precisely to escape indiscriminate violence. 

 

“This is the sort of terrorism that Syrian refugees have been fleeing by the millions,” 

declared Faisal Alazem, a spokesman for the Syrian Canadian Council. 

 

The compassion gap is even more evident when it comes to the situation in Syria 

itself, where death tolls comparable to the 129 so far in the Paris attacks are far from 

rare and, during the worst periods, were virtually daily occurrences. 

 

“Imagine if what happened in Paris last night would happen there on a daily basis 

for five years,” said Nour Kabbach, who fled the heavy bombardment of her home 

city of Aleppo, Syria, several years ago and now works in humanitarian aid in Beirut. 

“Now imagine all that happening without global sympathy for innocent lost lives, 

with no special media updates by the minute, and without the support of every world 

leader condemning the violence,” she wrote on Facebook. Finally, she said, ask 

yourself what it would be like to have to explain to your child why an attack in 

“another pretty city like yours” got worldwide attention and your own did not. 

 

Back in southern Beirut over the weekend, as the government announced the arrest 

of seven Syrians and two Lebanese in connection with the attack, the street where 

the bombings took place was strewn with lettuce and parsley from pushcarts 

overturned in the blast. Men washed blood from sidewalks. A shop’s inventory of 

shoes — from small children’s slippers to women’s clogs — was scattered across 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/13/world/middleeast/a-refugee-crisis-in-lebanon-hides-in-plain-sight.html
http://www.nytimes.com/news-event/attacks-in-paris?inline=nyt-classifier
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the pavement. Several funeral processions were massing, ready to march to 

cemeteries. 

 

Residents mourned Ali Awad, 14, passing around his picture in a scouting uniform. 

He had run out to see what had happened after the first blast, and was caught in the 

second, relatives said. 

 

Nearby, Abdullah Jawad stood staring glumly into a shop. His friend, the owner, had 

died there, just after Mr. Jawad had painted the place. 

“The government can’t protect us,” he said. “They can’t even pick up the trash from 

the streets.” 

 

As for Facebook, it declared that the high level of social media activity around 

the Paris attacks had inspired the company to activate Safety Check for the first time 

for an emergency other than a natural disaster, and that a policy of when to do so 

was still developing. 

 

“There has to be a first time for trying something new, even in complex and sensitive 

times, and for us that was Paris,” wrote Alex Schultz, the company’s vice president 

for growth, adding that Safety Check is less useful in continuing wars and epidemics 

because, without a clear end point, “it’s impossible to know when someone is truly 

‘safe.’” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/news-event/attacks-in-paris?inline=nyt-classifier
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Bill Maher: Bombing ISIS Caused the Paris Attacks  

Marlow Stern 

The Daily Beast 

November 15, 2015 
 

The host of HBO’s ‘Real Time’ said of the tragic terrorist attacks in 

Paris: ‘Bombing [ISIS] over there is what is causing the Paris thing to 

happen!’ 

On Friday evening, the City of Light turned pitch black. Terrorists—in the form of 

masked suicide bombers and gunmen—massacred at least 127 people in a series of 

coordinated attacks across Paris. 

An estimated 100 people were killed inside Le Bataclan, a concert hall in the 

11tharrondissement, after a trio of terrorists armed with AK-47s detonated 

explosive vests during a show by the American rock band Eagles of Death Metal. 

The suicide bombing followed a hostage standoff between the attackers and French 

police stationed outside the venue, with the madmen executing hostages one by 

one inside. 

One eyewitness inside the Bataclan told The New York Times that one of the 

gunmen blamed the French president, yelling in French, “This is because of all the 

harm done by Hollande to Muslims all over the world.” 

Friday night’s edition of HBO’s Real Time with Bill Maher, which is filmed live, 

saw the political satirist address the people of Paris during his opening monologue. 

“Before we get to the hilarity, we hope, I just want to say one thing to the people of 

Paris,” Maher said, before launching into an abbreviated version of the French 

national anthem “La Marseillaise.” 

“Now I’m not a very good singer,” added Maher, “but that’s my way of saying: 

We’re with you.”  

Then, Maher welcomed journalist and author Asra Q. Nomani—a Daily Beast 

contributor, who is Muslim—for a sit-down interview prior to his panel. And 

Maher, as is his wont, laid into radical Islam.  

 

“How could [liberals] not stand up against Sharia Law, which is the law in so 

many Muslim countries, which is the law of oppression?” Maher said. 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/11/13/20-killed-in-multiple-paris-attacks.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/cheats/2015/11/13/witness-paris-attackers-blame-hollande.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/contributors/asra-q-nomani.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/contributors/asra-q-nomani.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/10/16/bill-maher-on-the-corporatist-clintons-his-tussle-with-ben-affleck-and-drinks-with-rand-paul.html
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“I am absolutely sure that ISIS thinks that everything they do—every horrific 

crime, every atrocity—is an act of justice, and an act for god,” he continued, later 

adding, “First of all, I’m not ‘demonizing,’ I’m characterizing. How did we get to 

this place where just describing something is demonizing, and I’m not so sure it’s a 

very small percentage. Maybe it’s a small percentage who carry out terrorist acts, 

but it’s not a small percentage who believe in some of the illiberal ideas that 

support terrorists.”  

 

During the panel portion of the broadcast, Maher got into the Paris massacre. 

“When the Charlie Hebdo thing happened and the week after everyone said ‘Je 

Suis Charlie,’ not really. They didn’t really stick with them like Asra and I were 

just talking about,” said Maher. “I’m going to ask you this question that people 

asked after 9/11, because I don’t think we still know the answer: Why do they hate 

us?” 

The panel then fell silent—before panelist Dylan Ratigan brought up the U.S. 

funding Saudi Arabia as one reason that Islamic terrorists are upset with America. 

“That’s not what terrorists say,” said Maher. When you capture one, or when they 

leave a note, you know what they say? Because you’re in Muslim lands. I have a 

crazy idea: Why don’t we get out of Muslim lands?”  

Maher then shifted the discussion to ISIS, with the host contending that you “can’t 

completely wipe out all your enemies.” Later on, in what is sure to be the most 

controversial line of the night, Maher suggested that the West bombing ISIS in the 

Middle East is what caused the Paris attacks to happen. 

 

“But bombing them over there is what is causing the Paris thing to happen! That 

connection needs to be made. We don’t have to be bombing them there,” said 

Maher, before discussing how the U.S. military should vacate the Middle East and 

let other Middle East countries take on the fight against ISIS.  

“We just need popcorn! Just sit back and watch this!” he exclaimed. “This is 

crazy!”  
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After Paris attacks, Pentagon quietly shifts to new phase of 

ISIS war 
Andrew Tilgham 

The Military Times 

November 16, 2015 

 

The Islamic State group's ferocious attack on Paris will be met with 

"intensification" of the U.S.-led fight against the terror group, President Obama 

said Monday, but it will not fundamentally alter his strategy nor his reluctance to 

put more U.S. troops on the ground in Iraq and Syria. 

"We have the right strategy and we're seeing it through," Obama said during the 

close of the G20 summit in Antalya, Turkey. 

"There will be an intensification of the strategy we put forward, but the strategy 

that we are putting forward is the strategy that ultimately is going to work," he 

said. "But as I said from the start, it is going to take time." 

Friday's violence, which left at least 129 people dead, has raised new questions 

about the future of the military campaign against ISIS. For now, the Pentagon has 

made no significant changes to its ongoing operations in Iraq and Syria, where 

daily airstrikes are targeting territory controlled by the group, but the size of the 

U.S. ground force remains small. There have been no new deployments of 

personnel or weaponry into the region during the past several days, said Navy 

Capt. Jeff Davis, a Pentagon spokesman. 

Still, what unfolded in Paris has prompted some adjustments. 

For instance, the U.S. and France have agreed on "concrete steps" to ramp up the 

fight against ISIS. That was the outcome of a Sunday phone call between U.S. 

Defense Secretary Ash Carter and French Minister of Defense Jean-Yves Le Drian, 

and will include an expanded intelligence-sharing agreement between the two 

nations, said Pentagon spokesman Peter Cook. 

Carter and his French counterpart discussed other measures and additional 

announcements may be forthcoming, officials said. 
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Additionally, concerns about follow-up attacks in Paris prompted the U.S. 

European Command to prohibit American military personnel from undertaking any 

unofficial travel within a 50-kilometer radius of the city. Troops on official travel 

or emergency leave to Paris or elsewhere in France will need approval from a 

general officer, officials said. 

Military officials said they are making no across-the-board security enhancements 

at domestic military bases. Since February, the military's nationwide force-

protection level has been elevated from Alpha, the lowest level, to Bravo, the 

second of four rungs on that scale. 

National Guard steps up at home 

In New York City over the weekend, the National Guard increased its presence at 

several transportation hubs. Soldiers and airmen from Joint Task Force Empire 

Shield patrolled the city's busiest sites, including Penn Station, Grand Central 

Station, the PATH terminal linking Manhattan with New Jersey, and LaGuardia 

and JFK airports, said Eric Durr, a spokesman for the New York Guard. 

"We had more soldiers and airmen on than we might normally have during a 

weekend," Durr said. "We're continuing to maintain an increased visibility." 

JTF Empire Shield has been in place since the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks, and 

the troops augment local authorities across the city, Durr said. 

"Our soldiers and airmen are another pair of eyes and ears in these transportation 

hubs that work with police," he said. "They're armed and visible, but our folks 

don't have law enforcement authority, so they assist the police." 

The task force, used at the discretion of New York's governor, is currently 

authorized 500 troops. The number of troops out and about at any given time varies 

depending on the security situation, Durr said. They work 24-7, rotating in shifts to 

make sure there are always personnel on duty. 

In addition to JTF Empire Shield, the National Guard has two other key homeland 

security missions that have been in place continuously since the 9/11 attacks. 

The Guard's Aerospace Control Alert units provide round-the-clock protection of 

U.S. airspace across the country. The detachment in the Washington, D.C., area, 

part of the Air National Guard's 113th Wing, in March hit a milestone: it had 
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responded to 5,000 alert events, the first unit in the country to do so, according to 

information released by the wing. 

The Guard also has air defense artillery soldiers from Mississippi in the D.C. area. 

About 200 soldiers from Mississippi's 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense Artillery 

Regiment arrived in D.C. in October for their rotation. Their mission is to provide 

air defense and early warning to the region against any air attack, officials said. 

"I'm not aware of any plans to expand, enhance or bolster any of these missions" in 

response to Paris, said Rick Breitenfeldt, a spokesman for the National Guard 

Bureau. 

Ground troops for targeted missions 

In Iraq, about 3,500 U.S. troops are supporting Iraqi and Kurdish forces in their 

fight against ISIS. In Syria, the Pentagon is providing military supplies to rebel 

groups fighting ISIS on the ground and recently authorized several dozen U.S. 

special operations troops to deploy there to support those rebels. 

The Paris attacks come at a time when the White House and Pentagon have shown 

a new willingness to put troops on the ground for targeted missions. U.S. forces 

joined Kurdish troops last week during a major operation to seize the Iraqi town of 

Sinjar and block a major Islamic State supply line. 

Yet Obama said Monday that he strongly disagrees with critics who believe he 

should authorize a large ground force of combat troops for deployment into Iraq 

and Syria. 

"It is not just my view, but the view of my closest military and civilian advisers, 

that that would be a mistake," the president said. "Not because our military could 

not march into Mosul or Raqqa or Ramadi and temporarily clear out ISIL, but 

because we would see a repetition of what we've seen before, which is [that the 

extremists will] resurface unless we're prepared to have a permanent occupation of 

these countries. 

"This is not, as I said, a traditional military opponent. We can retake territory. And 

as long as we leave our troops there, we can hold it. But that does not solve the 

underlying problem of eliminating the dynamics that are producing these kinds of 

violent extremist groups," Obama said. 
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Obama said he continues to carefully weigh the cost of military operations and the 

impact of deployments on U.S. service members and their families. 

"I just want to remind people: This is not an abstraction," he said. "When we send 

troops in, those troops get injured, they get killed, they're away from their families. 

Our country spends hundreds of billions of dollars. And so, given the fact that 

there are enormous sacrifices involved in any military action, it's best that we don't, 

you know, shoot first and aim later." 

Expansion in Turkey 

For the past several weeks, the U.S. has been expanding its fleet of combat aircraft 

near the Syrian border. In September Turkey signed a historic agreement to allow 

U.S. combat aircraft to use its Incirlik Air Base to fly missions against ISIS. 

Since then, the U.S. has deployed about two dozen combat aircraft to the base. 

Twelve A-10 close-air support warplanes from the 75th Fighter Squadron out of 

Moody Air Force Base, Georgia, have been stationed in Incirlik since Oct. 20. 

Six F-15Es arrived Nov. 12 to take part in airstrikes against the Islamic State group 

in Syria and Iraq, and six F-15Cs from the 48th Fighter Wing based at RAF 

Lakenheath, England, arrived at Incirlik on Nov. 6 to conduct air patrols aimed at 

protecting Turkish airspace. 

On Monday, four A-10s and two AC-130 gunships attacked more than 100 oil 

trucks in eastern Syria with hopes of limiting the militants' access to crude oil, 

according to reports. 

And while the military mission at Incirlik is expanding, the U.S. is removing some 

American family members due to security concerns. The Air Force recently 

extended the deadline for families of U.S. military and civilian personnel to leave, 

a spokeswoman said. Family members now have until Dec. 2 to voluntarily depart 

Adana, where Incirlik is located. 

No carrier in the Persian Gulf, but one moving to the Med 

The U.S. does not have an aircraft carrier in the region, which has raised concerns 

among some lawmakers. The carrier Theodore Roosevelt departed the Persian Gulf 

in mid-October, and may not be replaced for another few months. 
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On Monday, the Truman Carrier Strike Group left Norfolk, Virginia, for the 

Mediterranean Sea, as part of a pre-scheduled deployment. Its five ships include 

the cruiser Anzio and destroyers Bulkeley, Gravely and Gonzalez. Officials 

expedited the group's departure to minimize the duration commanders fighting 

ISIS will be without a sea-based strike option. 

Now, in the wake of the Paris attacks, U.S. officials are discussing whether the 

Truman flotilla may linger in the Med longer than initially forecast. 
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Obama Defends U.S. Strategy against ISIS 
Brian Naylor 

NPR 

November 16, 2015 
 

At a news conference in Turkey on Monday, President Obama defended his 

administration's strategy against ISIS, calling Friday's deadly terrorist attacks in 

Paris "outrageous." He said, however, the U.S. would not send additional ground 

troops into Syria to combat the Islamic State. 

 

The president spoke in Antalya, where he's meeting with other leaders of the G-20. 

Obama told reporters the U.S. has been worried about "these kinds of attacks," but 

said there was no specific intelligence of the Paris attack that the U.S. could have 

passed on to French authorities or acted on itself. Obama said those behind the 

attack are "killers with fantasies of glory" who are savvy with social media. 

The President announced a new agreement that he said will streamline the process 

"by which we share intelligence and operational military information with France." 

 

"We need to be doing everything we can to protect against more attacks and 

protect our citizens," said Obama. 

Addressing criticism of his administration's actions against ISIS, Obama said most 

of his critics' proposals "describe things we are already doing." 

"My only interest is to end suffering and keep the American people safe," Obama 

said, adding: "If there is a good idea out there, we're going to do it." 

Obama challenged his critics, saying if they want to "pop off," they should present 

a specific plan. 

"If they think their advisers are better than the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

[of military forces on the ground]," the president said, "I want to meet them." 

http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/11/16/456200914/watch-obama-holds-press-conference-hollande-addresses-parliament
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/11/16/456200914/watch-obama-holds-press-conference-hollande-addresses-parliament
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Obama said calls for a no-fly zone or safe zone in Syria are well-meaning but 

would be counterproductive. He said most of the deaths in Syria have been caused 

by ground attacks and that a true safe zone would require ground troops. 

But he said the Islamic State is not a traditional military opponent. 

The president also responded forcefully to calls that the U.S. limit the immigration 

of Syrians fleeing the fighting in their homeland, or as some Republican 

presidential candidates suggested, allow only Christians to enter the US. Obama 

called that notion "shameful." 

 

"That's not American," he said. "It's not who we are." 

Obama has been criticized for remarks he made in a broadcast interview that aired 

just before the attacks, in which he said ISIS had been "contained." 

The President said ISIS controls less territory than it did last year. 

"The more we shrink that territory, the less they can pretend that they are somehow 

a functioning state," he said in the interview. "And the more it becomes apparent 

that they are simply a network of killers who are brutalizing local populations." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/jeb-bush-focus-on-christian-syrian-refugees/
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/president-obama-vows-completely-decapitate-isis-operations/story?id=35173579
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How Republican candidates would respond to ISIS 
Nia-Malika Henderson 

CNN 

November 16, 2015 
 

(CNN)Republicans vying to replace President Barack Obama generally begin their 

comments on ISIS and Syria by criticizing the White House for "leading from 

behind." 

That's a given, but as the presidential race shifts from the economy to foreign 

policy, particularly on ISIS and Syria, Republican candidates may need more than 

calls for greater American leadership in order to stand out from a very crowded 

field. 

Few have outlined a strategy that goes much beyond what the administration is 

already doing. A multinational coalition led by the U.S. has launched 8,000 

airstrikes against ISIS, leaders have been killed in drone strikes and officials from 

19 countries, including Iran, Saudi Arabia, Russia, the U.S. and Turkey met in 

Vienna to devise a strategy for ending the conflict in Syria. Rougly 3,500 U.S. 

troops are in Iraq their military and the Kurds and in Syria, the U.S. is providing 

weapons and supplies to groups fighting ISIS. 

Here is what GOP candidates say they would do to defeat ISIS: 

Donald Trump 

A bombing campaign is the basis of Trump's ISIS strategy. The real estate tycoon 

said before the Paris attacks that he knows more about ISIS than current military 

generals, who have largely derided his approach. 

"I would just bomb those suckers," Trump said Thursday in Iowa before the Paris 

attack. "That's right. I'd blow up the pipes, I'd blow up the refineries, every single 

inch, there would be nothing left." 

On Twitter, he took credit for an American air raid on trucks used to smuggle oil in 

eastern Syria. "Remember, I was the one who said attack the oil (ISIS source of 

wealth) a long time ago. Everyone scoffed, now they're attacking the oil." 

He has advocated for ground troops in Iraq, but not in Syria. 

Ben Carson 

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/66623514244540825
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Carson has also said that troops on the ground -- in Iraq but not Syria -- is the best 

way to defeat ISIS. Driving ISIS out of Iraq and into Syria, would centralize the 

fight and lead to a more concerted effort to defeat ISIS, he believes. 

"I think we ought to take this as a warning that we need to really go in there with 

very serious intent not to contain them but to take them out completely," Carson 

said Monday. "To destroy them, to eliminate them. I would use every resource 

available to us." Carson sees a multinational force with American leadership 

bolstering "all of the Arab states." 

Ben Carson asks Congress to block Syrian refugees 

Marco Rubio 

The Florida senator has cited Article V from the NATO agreement -- an attack on 

one is an attack on all -- as the basis for forming a multinational coalition to fight 

ISIS. Yet he has stopped short of directly calling for a specific number of U.S. 

troops or troops at all. "It's premature to say the exact numbers," he said, when 

asked on "ABC This Week" about an estimate from Lindsey Graham' that 10,000 

would be needed. 

He has called for increasing the number of special ops forces -- fewer than 50 have 

been deployed to Syria to advise and assist in combating ISIS. Rubio has said that 

the Sunnis have "to be bulkhead of the fight" against ISIS, yet there is division 

among Sunnis in Iraq about whether to back the Shia-led Iraqi governments fight 

against ISIS. 

Ted Cruz 

The Texas senator has come out against U.S. troops on the ground, subtly 

slamming rivals who want to do so. "There are some politicians who like to 

support boots on the ground in every conflict across the globe in an effort to lean 

forward and show how tough they are," he said in a CNN interview before the 

terrorist attack in Paris. "I don't think this is a game of 'Risk.' I don't think it should 

be politicians moving armies about. I think it should be driven by the national 

security imperatives and the military needs on the ground." 

Ted Cruz: Obama terror response 'shameful' 

His approach has not changed since Paris -- in the aftermath of the attack, Cruz has 

described Kurdish forces as "our boots on the ground," and said he backs arming 

them with updated equipment and amping up U.S. airpower. 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/16/politics/ben-carson-syrian-refugees-letter/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/16/politics/ted-cruz-refugees-obama/index.html
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Jeb Bush 

Bush, who is set to give a national security speech in South Carolina on 

Wednesday, backs ground troops and more special operation troops, embedded 

with Iraqi military. He would also implement a no-fly zone. 

"I would listen to the military commanders and give them the mission, which is, 

how do we destroy ISIS?" he said on CNN's "State of the Union." 

But he has stopped short of saying how many soldiers would be needed and where 

they would be deployed. 

"Creating a strategy means that we -- we create a no-fly zone, create safe havens 

for the remnants of the Syrian Free Army to -- to be built up. We lead by getting 

our Arab allies and friends to be able to support one fighting force," Bush said. 

Carly Fiorina 

Former Hewlett Packard CEO Fiorina would call a Camp David summit with Arab 

allies to discuss how the United States can help in the fight against ISIS. 

"They know this is their fight, but they must have leadership and support and 

resolve from the United States of America." She said she would arm the Kurds, 

whose Peshmerga forces took control of the Iraqi city of Sinjar from ISIS, with the 

help of U.S. air support. 

Rand Paul 

True to his isolationist and libertarian leanings, the Kentucky senator said that 

Obama's military approach to ISIS, which is mainly airstrikes, is unconstitutional. 

He introduced a declaration of war resolution in December 2014. As commander in 

chief he wouldn't send ground troops to fight the Sunni terrorist group. 

"I think the last war in Iraq actually made it more chaotic and made us less safe. So 

I think if we want to be safer as a country and safer as a people, I don't think 

sending 500,000 troops back into there is a good idea nor do I think sending 50 is, 

in fact," he said on CNN, prior to the Paris attack. 

"I think if you are going to war, sending 50 people to war at a time is sort of a 

recipe for being surrounded and somehow having a disaster on your hands," he 

added. "So I would never put underwhelming force. If we went to war and there 

was a declaration of war, I would put overwhelming force. I wouldn't mess 

around." 



46 
 

Chris Christie 

The New Jersey governor has said he backs a no-fly zone, a Middle Eastern 

coalition and a National Security Agency with expanded capabilities that isn't 

hamstrung by privacy concerns in efforts to collect intelligence. A former federal 

prosecutor who has sent terrorists to jail, Christie has highlighted that experience 

as a way to stand out from the field. 

"We cannot afford to elect another president without the requisite experience and 

values to effectively govern," he said at a Friday speech in Florida. "This is not a 

job for on the job training, everybody. We need someone who's made decisions, 

who stuck by those decisions and who understands the ramifications not only of 

action, but of inaction." 

John Kasich 

Ohio Gov. John Kasich supports sending ground troops to fight ISIS. He was the 

first to call for invoking Article V of the NATO agreement, which was used in the 

aftermath of 9/11. 

Kasich said Obama needs to go to Europe and convene meetings with allies to 

work on intelligence operations and "develop plans for joint military action to 

destroy ISIS." But Kasich sounded much more like a realist, rather than a 

neoconservative in the mold of George W. Bush. "I am not a person that believes 

in nation building," he said. "Nation building is not something for us to risk our 

men and women in uniform to do. Take care of business and come home." 

Lindsey Graham 

Graham is by far the most hawkish of the field. He wants 10,000 ground troops to 

fight ISIS "to fight them in their backyard," in both Iraq and Syria, specifically the 

city of Raqqa, an ISIS stronghold that the French have been bombing for the last 

two days. He, along with much of the field, has also called for a no-fly zone. 

Graham's call for troops puts him in line with 62% of Republicans, according to a 

CNN/ORC poll, but narrowly at odds with the greater public -- 51% of Americans 

oppose ground troops. "There is a 9/11 coming and it's coming from Syria if we 

don't disrupt their operations inside of Syria," Graham said. 

Bobby Jindal 

Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal's main play for differentiation is an executive order 

instructing his state's agencies to stop the influx of Syrian refugees. That's also a 
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move that many other governors -- mostly Republicans -- emulated Monday. 

Beyond that, his approach includes a no-fly zone and leaving the option of ground 

troops on the table. 

Mike Huckabee 

The former Arkansas governor said ISIS wants to "destroy Western civilization," 

and that defeating them means "taking the fight to them," an effort that includes 

airstrikes and ground troops, he said in an interview with Brietbart News, calling 

for a coalition that would "bomb the absolute stink out of them." 

"We need to build that coalition with NATO, the Middle Eastern countries who are 

right in this neighborhood and any nation who doesn't participate, we sanction and 

isolate them," he said. 

Rick Santorum 

The 2012 GOP runner-up has slammed Obama for launching a public relations 

war, rather than a war that will lead to victory. Taking back land in Iraq is key to 

victory, an effort that Santorum said would take 10,000 troops and be backed up by 

stepped up air offensive in Syria. "I would be launching a major offensive against 

ISIS right now," Santorum said in Florida on Saturday. "Four bombs a day? Are 

you serious? That's a public relations war." 
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Putin comes in from the cold: Desperate world leader’s cozy 

up to Russian President to get him to join the fight against 

ISIS 
Matt Chorley 

The Daily Mail 

November 16, 2015 
 

Desperate world leaders today lined up to try to woo Russian President Vladimir 

Putin to back global efforts to defeat ISIS. 

 

For more than a year relations with Moscow have been in the deep freeze over 

Russian incursions in Ukraine. 

 

But now Mr. Putin is seen as holding the key to resolving the bloody civil war 

in Syria which has given rise to ISIS fanatics. 

It has led to the spectacle of US President Barack Obama, British PM David 

Cameron and Saudi Arabia's King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud posing for 

photos with the Russian President. 

 

The Kremlin has been accused of using a campaign of airstrikes to target 

opponents of Syrian president Bashar Assad and not ISIS strongholds. 

But world leaders now accept there is little hope of degrading and destroying ISIS 

without the co-operation of Russia. 

Mr. Cameron today offered 'compromises' to Russia on the future of Syrian 

dictator Assad in return for help targeting ISIS.  

 

Britain's olive branch to to Russia comes after US President Barack Obama sat 

down with Mr Putin for crucial talks on the sidelines of the G20 summit last night. 

Both countries have pledged to eliminate ISIS and end the Syrian war that has 

fueled its rise.   

 

Mr. Cameron used face-to-face talks with Mr. Putin in the Turkish beach resort of 

Antalya - just 300 miles from the Syrian border - to urge him to turn Russia's 

firepower on ISIS.  

 

But he also made clear that Britain is prepared to make 'compromises' with Russia, 

potentially including on the future of Assad. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/vladimir_putin/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/vladimir_putin/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/syria/index.html
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Mr. Cameron insisted that the issue of the future of Assad must not become 'the 

alter on which the country of Syria is slaughtered'. Mr. Cameron and Mr. Putin 

posed awkwardly for photographs at the start of this morning's meeting at the G20 

summit in Turkey, the first time the two men have met face-to-face for a year. 

 

Britain, together with the United States, France, Germany and Italy, is trying to 

reset relations with Moscow which were badly damaged by Russian incursions into 

Ukraine. 

 

It is hoped the the death of 224 on board the Russian Metrojet Airbus in Egypt last 

month - thought to have been brought down by an ISIS bomb - will help to secure 

Russia's help in targetting ISIS. 

 

Mr. Cameron offered Mr. Putin his condolences for the Metrojet attack and told 

him: 'We are meeting together after the appalling terrorist attacks in France, and it 

is clear to me that we must work together to defeat this scourge of terrorism that is 

a threat to Britain, a threat to Russia and a threat to us all.' 

 

Following the hour-long meeting, the Prime Minister insisted that the refusal of the 

UK, US and Saudi Arabia to give ground on the need for Assad's removal was not 

a matter of 'pride or stubbornness' but a recognition of the political reality that he 

would not be accepted as leader by many Syrians who had suffered under his rule. 

'The gap has been enormous between those of us who believe Assad should go 

immediately and those like President Putin who have been supporting him and 

continue to support him. I think everyone recognizes the need for compromise,' he 

said. 

 

'That's the gap we have. I think it has been reduced and the talks in Vienna 

between foreign ministers, I hope, can close the gap still further. 

'There is still a very big gap, but I think there's some hope that this process could 

move faster in the future than it has in the past.'  

 

Mr. Putin told Mr. Cameron that UK-Russian relations were 'not in the best shape', 

but thanked him for sharing UK intelligence in a phone call following the Sharm 

crash and added: 'The recent tragic events in France show that we should join 

efforts in preventing terror.'  

 

 

Mr. Putin claims the campaign of airstrikes he launched in September is directed at 
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'terrorists', but the West accuses him of instead targeting the forces of the moderate 

opposition ranged against Assad. 

 

Mr. Cameron told BBC Radio 4's Today programme: 'The disagreement has been 

that we think that Assad should go at once and obviously Russia has taken a 

different view. 

 

'We have to find a settlement where Assad leaves and there is a government that 

can bring Syria together and we mustn't let the gap between us be the alter on 

which the country of Syria is slaughtered. 

 

'That is the challenge. Now that is going to take compromises.'  

 

He insisted that it was not the West which had decided Assad must go, but his own 

barbaric behavior which meant he can play no part in Syria's future. 

 

'This man has barrel bombed his own population, slaughtered so many people. It's 

unthinkable for the Syrian people - not just for us - that he could play a long term 

role in running the country. 

 

Downing Street later said that Mr. Cameron and Mr. Putin had a 'constructive, 

measured discussion' lasting about an hour, of which terror and the situation in 

Syria took up around 40 minutes. 

 

Officials said there were indications that the Russian president was ready to talk 

about the details of the transition process in Syria and there was 'some reason for 

optimism', though there was still 'a long way to go'.  

 

Mr. Cameron's offer to Russia comes after US President Barack Obama sat down 

with Mr. Putin for crucial talks on the sidelines of the G20 summit last night. 

Both countries have pledged to eliminate ISIS and end the Syrian war that has 

fueled its rise.  

 

Their huddle over a coffee table in Antalya, Turkey, was the first time that the two 

leaders had seen since Russia started air strikes over Syria in September. 

They chatted in a foursome with Obama's national security adviser Susan Rice and 

a Russian aide. 

 

Their meeting was visible on a television feed provided by the summit's host 

country but their conversation could not be heard. 
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The White House says the 35-minute encounter centered on talks to end Syria's 

civil war and that the two leaders agreed that the country needs a political 

transition led by Syrians. The transition would be preceded by negotiations 

mediated by the United Nations and a cease-fire. 

 

The two leaders also discussed the conflict in Ukraine and Mr. Obama expressed 

condolences for the victims in the Russian plane crash in the Sinai Peninsula last 

month. 

 

They also discussed a new proposal to end the Syrian conflict and Mr. Obama's 

hope that Russia's airstrikes in Syria will focus on ISIS, not opposition groups 

fighting Assad. 

 

Reporters were not allowed in for the meeting, which took place during a working 

lunch for leaders attending the summit. 

 

Obama and Putin both leaned in close to each other as they talked, with the former 

gesturing expressively with his hands. 

 

During the talks with world leaders, Obama said 'the skies have been darkened' by 

the attacks in Paris. 

 

He vowed to stand in solidarity with France and aid the effort to hunt down the 

perpetrators and bring them to justice. 

 

However, he offered no details about what the US or its coalition partners might do 

to step up its assault against ISIS. 

 

Mr. Obama and Mr. Putin have long been at odds about whether Assad can 

maintain a role following that transition. 

 

Mr. Obama also renewed his call for Russia to withdraw forces, weapons and 

support for pro-Russian rebels in Ukraine, the White House said. 

 

Putin's foreign affairs adviser, Yuri Ushakov, told reporters that Putin and Obama 

had a 'quite detailed conversation,' with Syria taking most of the time. He said they 

talked about the terror attacks in Paris and other terrorism-related issues. 

'Strategic goals related to fighting the ISIL are very close, but tactical differences 

remain,' Ushakov said. 
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More than half the nation's governors say Syrian refugees 

not welcome 
Ashley Fantz and Ben Brumfield 

CNN 

November 16, 2015 
 

More than half the nation's governors -- 27 states -- say they oppose letting Syrian 

refugees into their states, although the final say on this contentious immigration 

issue will fall to the federal government. 

States protesting the admission of refugees range from Alabama and Georgia, to 

Texas and Arizona, to Michigan and Illinois, to Maine and New Hampshire. 

Among these 27 states, all but one have Republican governors. 

The announcements came after authorities revealed that at least one of the suspects 

believed to be involved in the Paris terrorist attacks entered Europe among the 

current wave of Syrian refugees. He had falsely identified himself as a 

Syrian named Ahmad al Muhammad and was allowed to enter Greece in early 

October. 

Some leaders say they either oppose taking in any Syrian refugees being relocated 

as part of a national program or asked that they be particularly scrutinized as 

potential security threats. 

Only 1,500 Syrian refugees have been accepted into the United States since 2011, 

but the Obama administration announced in September that 10,000 Syrians will be 

allowed entry next year. 

The Council on American-Islamic Relations said Monday, "Defeating ISIS 

involves projecting American ideals to the world. Governors who reject those 

fleeing war and persecution abandon our ideals and instead project our fears to the 

world." 

Authority over admitting refugees to the country, though, rests with the federal 

government -- not with the states -- though individual states can make the 

acceptance process much more difficult, experts said. 

American University law professor Stephen I. Vladeck put it this way: "Legally, 

states have no authority to do anything because the question of who should be 

allowed in this country is one that the Constitution commits to the federal 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/16/world/paris-attacks/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/15/europe/paris-attacks-passports/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/07/world/syrians-in-the-united-states/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/07/world/syrians-in-the-united-states/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/09/09/politics/us-syrian-refugees-pressure/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/16/politics/refugee-states-governors-syria/index.html
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government." But Vladeck noted that without the state's participation, the federal 

government would have a much more arduous task. 

"So a state can't say it is legally objecting, but it can refuse to cooperate, which 

makes thing much more difficult." 

Is shunning refugees the answer to terror? 

Kevin Appleby, director of migration policy at the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, said one tactic states could use would be to cut their own funding in areas 

such as resettling refugees. The conference is the largest refugee resettlement 

organization in the country. 

But "when push comes to shove, the federal government has both the plenary 

power and the power of the 1980 Refugee Act to place refugees anywhere in the 

country," Appleby said. 

More than 250,000 people have died since the violence broke out in Syria in 2011, 

and at least 11 million people in the country of 22 million have fled their homes. 

Syrians are now the world's largest refugee population, according to the United 

Nations. Most are struggling to find safe haven in Europe. 

In announcing that his state would not accept any Syrian refugees, Texas Gov. 

Greg Abbott tweeted Monday on his personal account, "I demand the U.S. act 

similarly," he said. "Security comes first." 

In a letter to President Barack Obama, Abbott said "American humanitarian 

compassion could be exploited to expose Americans to similar deadly danger," 

referring to Friday's deadly attacks in Paris. 

In a statement from Georgia's governor, Republican Nathan Deal, he said Georgia 

will not accept Syrian refugees "until the federal government and Congress 

conducts a thorough review of current screening procedures and background 

checks." 

Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley also rejected the possibility of allowing Syrian 

refugees into his state and connected refugees with potential terror threats. 

"After full consideration of this weekend's attacks of terror on innocent citizens in 

Paris, I will oppose any attempt to relocate Syrian refugees to Alabama through the 

U.S. Refugee Admissions Program," Bentley said Sunday in a statement. 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/15/opinions/jacobsen-paris-refugees/index.html
http://gov.texas.gov/files/press-office/SyrianRefugees_BarackObama11162015.pdf
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"As your governor, I will not stand complicit to a policy that places the citizens of 

Alabama in harm's way." 

There is currently no credible threat against the state, the governor's office said, 

and no Syrian refugees have been relocated to Alabama so far. 

As the list of states blocking refugees grows, at least one state, Delaware, 

announced that it plans to accept refugees. 

"It is unfortunate that anyone would use the tragic events in Paris to send a 

message that we do not understand the plight of these refugees, ignoring the fact 

that the people we are talking about are fleeing the perpetrators of terror," Gov. 

Jack Markell said in a statement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



55 
 

ISIS Threatens to Attack Washington in New Video 
Pierre Thomas 

ABC7 NEWS 

November 16, 2015 
 

 

 

 

ISIS delivered a new threat to the United States in a video released today, claiming 

that it will carry out an attack on the nation's capital. 

The terror group, which quickly claimed credit for the deadly Paris attacks last 

Friday, said that the carnage in France was just the beginning. 

CIA Director John Brennan said the attacks in Paris should serve as a wake-up call 

for Americans. 

“It's not just Europe. I think we here in the United States need to be obviously quite 

vigilant,” Brennan said during remarks at the Center for Strategic & International 

Studies Global Security Forum. 

“Their agenda is to kill. Pure and simple,” added Brennan. 

Security is ramping up across the country. There is a heavy police presence in 

Times Square, and U.S. Capitol Police sent a security awareness reminder to 

congressional offices today. U.S. Park Police have also increased patrols to protect 

“treasured icons.” 

"In light of the recent attacks, the United States Park Police remain ever vigilant,” 

said Park Police Chief Robert MacLean. “We stand prepared to protect the national 

icons entrusted to us and the visitors to them." 

U.S. officials are also worried that the attackers in Paris may have used encryption 

technology to hide their computer and cellphone communications. Belgian officials 

suspect that the killers also used gaming systems like Sony PlayStation to 

communicate off the grid. 

Even though there is no specific, credible ISIS threat to the homeland, the FBI is 

intensifying surveillance of suspected ISIS sympathizers. More than 70 alleged 

supporters of ISIS were arrested in the last two years, some with deadly intentions. 

http://abcnews.go.com/topics/news/world/paris-terrorist-attacks.htm
http://abcnews.go.com/topics/news/us/federal-bureau-of-investigation.htm
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D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser and other officials are urging citizens to report any 

suspicious activity to the police. 

“It's not trite to say that if "you see something, say something," cause it's very 

important that officials have information just as soon as it's available,” Bowser said 

outside the French Embassy today. 

“We already take the posture of being hyper-vigilant and we take any and every 

threat seriously,” she added. 
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Is ISIS Winning? 
Bill Powell  

Newsweek Global 

June 12, 2015 

 
IT HAS BEEN nine months since President Barack Obama set forth a policy—

“degrade and destroy”—for dealing with the Islamic State (ISIS), the radical group 

that emerged as the successor to Al-Qaeda in Iraq. In that time, despite daily 

airstrikes, an increased tempo of training Iraqi troops and a wobbly coalition of 60 

nations trying to combat ISIS, the group has made steady gains in both Iraq and 

Syria: It not only still controls the city of Mosul, but on May 17, it also routed Iraqi 

troops in the Sunni stronghold of Ramadi, about 70 miles from Baghdad. In Syria, it 

took the strategic city of Palmyra. It has extended its reach into Libya and conducted 

its first terrorist attack in Saudi Arabia, blowing up a Shiite mosque in the eastern 

city of Qatif. Far from being degraded, the group Obama once infamously derided 

as “the jayvee” appears in the eyes of many to be on the march. If the question is, Is 

ISIS winning? the answer, for now, appears undeniable: Yes. 

 

The Obama administration and the Pentagon have counseled patience. Losing 

Ramadi was a “setback,” the White House said, and not one worth setting our “hair 

on fire,” according to spokesman Josh Earnest. Washington says it will ramp up the 

pace of training Iraqi troops—training, critics note, that’s been going on for years in 

the aftermath of the 2003 U.S. invasion. 

 

But interviews with military and political officials and analysts in Iraq—both Iraqi 

and foreign— paint a darker picture. The grim fact confronting the administration 

and its international partners is that the “degrade and destroy” campaign, as currently 

constituted, is failing. And there are “really no good options going forward,” as it 

struggles with how to counter ISIS, says Sajad Jiyad, Iraq analyst and senior 

researcher at the Al-Bayan Center for Studies and Planning in Baghdad. 

 

Just how desperate the reality on the ground is becoming in Iraq was clear on May 

18, the day after Ramadi fell. Anbar province, where Ramadi sits, is the heart of 

Sunni Islam in Iraq. It was where tribal leaders worked effectively with U.S. forces 

in 2007 and 2008, during the so-called Anbar Awakening, to rout ISIS’s predecessor, 

Al-Qaeda. Many who fought then came to feel politically disenfranchised, however, 

under the deeply sectarian leadership of former Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, a 

Shiite leader. Some of the Sunni tribes in Anbar now support ISIS, and others are 
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deeply divided as to whether to support the current government in Baghdad, led by 

Haider al-Abadi, who though also Shiite is not necessarily considered as hostile to 

the country’s Sunnis as his predecessor was. On May 18, the Anbar provincial 

council voted to accept help from Shiite militias—armed and guided by Tehran. At 

the end of May, militia and government forces began operations to try to take back 

Ramadi. “At this stage,’’ says Sheikh Abu Majid al-Zoyan, a tribal leader, “we 

welcome any force that will come and liberate us from the choke-hold of the Islamic 

State.” 

 

HOW DID WE GET HERE? 

If ISIS is winning, it is because of a “series of mistakes made by its opponents,” says 

Lina Khatib, director of the Carnegie Middle East Center. “I describe ISIS as water 

that seeps into the cracks—the cracks of policy and strategy of the international 

community.’’ 

 

Start in Syria: One of the underrated aspects of ISIS’s allure has been, simply, its 

wealth. Whether through oil sales or extortion, ISIS is not only able to pay fighters 

more than a moderate opposition group like the Free Syrian Army (FSA) can, but it 

also has set up social welfare services—just as Hamas has long done—that provide 

a war-weary population with “monetary gains and social services,” says Khatib. For 

example, in Raqqa, the so-called capital of the Islamic State, ISIS now provides 

medical services. The international community’s response, she believes, has been 

inadequate. It has focused—belatedly—on training and arming the moderate 

opposition, and it has done little to counter ISIS’s economic strength. 

The U.S. is often seen as unresponsive, even by groups it is trying to help. Khatib 

says FSA officials with whom she recently met had reached out to the U.S. State 

Department for assistance in setting up courts to adjudicate disputes in areas it 

controls in the southern part of the country. “They never got a response,” she says. 

The FSA in the south “has the potential to transform itself into a governing body. It 

has credibility on the ground. It needs help though, beyond just equip and train.” 

Furthermore, military analysts view the very limited campaign of airstrikes against 

ISIS positions in Syria as “half-baked,” as one former intelligence official in the 

region put it. And anytime the strikes kill civilians, ISIS propaganda follows—See? 

It’s a crusade against Muslim lands!—“and their popularity goes up.” The current 

campaign, he says, “is too limited to have much of an impact. It just isn’t working.” 

It’s not working in Iraq either, analysts say. Abadi may be less sectarian than Maliki, 

but the lack of trust between Sunnis in Anbar and Baghdad is profound. “It’s a 

herculean task for Abadi to mend that, and it’s going to take a long time,” says 

Khatib. The decision to send the Shiite militias to fight in Anbar also was a 

http://0-web.b.ebscohost.com.catalog.addisonlibrary.org/ehost/detail/detail?sid=8730467e-4168-4ccb-9b6b-70312dee0746%40sessionmgr115&vid=0&hid=102&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#toc
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watershed—and further tarnishes the U.S. strategy in the country. According to 

Jiyad, the Iraqi analyst, the U.S. had an agreement with Abadi that it would take care 

of Anbar, where its “surge” had for a time pacified the region. The U.S. sought that 

agreement because it didn’t want the prime minister to have to rely on Shiite militias 

with links to Iran to fight ISIS in the predominantly Sunni region. 

Washington didn’t want that for two obvious reasons: One, sectarian tension is high 

enough in the country, and the insertion of the militias increases the risk of an 

intensifying sectarian civil war. Two, it wanted to refute the widespread belief in the 

region among its traditional Sunni Arab allies—Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the other 

Gulf states—that in pursuit of a nuclear agreement with Tehran, Washington had 

effectively thrown its friends over the side. So the U.S. would redouble its efforts to 

train Iraqi troops in Anbar and hit ISIS with air power. 

That plan is now in tatters. “The fall of Ramadi is a disaster,” says Jiyad. The United 

States, he says, “failed to airdrop in supplies. They failed to hit [ISIS] hard enough 

from the air. The American involvement was weak.” 

 

WHAT DO WE DO NOW? 

According to several Iraqi sources and analysts, Washington compounded the 

damage of Ramadi’s fall in its immediate aftermath. New Defense Secretary Ashton 

Carter blamed the defeat on the Iraqi army and said it lacked the will to fight. Those 

remarks infuriated Iraqi elites. They note that the army had been fighting ISIS in 

Ramadi for 17 months. “The way this is being portrayed is that this happened all of 

a sudden. That ISIS attacked and the army ran away. That’s not what happened,” 

says one Arab diplomat in Baghdad. The army was stretched and tired, says Jiyad. 

“They figured, We could fight to the death and the city will fall, anyway. So instead, 

retreat and regroup. They were pragmatic. They made the right decision.” 

 

The fight for Anbar will now only enhance Tehran’s influence—exactly the opposite 

of what Washington wanted. And Qassem Suleimani, the head of the Iranian 

Republican Guard’s Quds force, was scathing in his review of the U.S. performance 

against ISIS. “Mr. Obama, you have not done a damn thing in Iraq,’’ he said on May 

24, according to Iranian press reports. “You have no will to confront Daesh,” he 

added, using the Arabic term for ISIS. 

 

In Syria, the Assad regime is going to have to rely on Iranian proxies and cash to 

stop ISIS’s advances. The idea that Iran is on the march in the region and the U.S. 

seemed unconcerned about it was, of course, already widespread (witness the Sunni 

boycott of Obama’s recently convened summit to discuss the Iran nuclear deal and 

regional security.) Now Sunni governments are in the uncomfortable position of 
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watching Tehran emerge as the first line of defense against ISIS. Hassan Nasrallah, 

secretary general of Hezbollah, the Lebanon-based Iranian proxy, vowed on May 23 

that his men would fight “wherever necessary” in Syria to roll back ISIS gains. The 

Iranians, an intelligence official in the region says, “have been more responsive, 

more flexible and more effective than anyone else. It’s a simple fact.” 

Against this backdrop, the discussion about ISIS in the United States often seems 

surreal to people in the region. The more hawkish members of the policy community 

are again talking about putting more boots on the ground. “There is no possibility of 

actually defeating ISIS without putting a significant number of U.S. troops on the 

ground and training up especially Syrians who will take the fight to ISIS, but also 

Sunni tribesmen in Iraq,” says Michael Doran, a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute 

who worked on the staff of the national security council under President George W. 

Bush. 

 

Analysts are divided as to whether a significant number of troops are needed to 

defeat ISIS, but Doran acknowledges political reality makes that notion a nonstarter. 

There is virtually no chance Obama will significantly increase the number of U.S. 

troops, because there is no stomach for that among U.S. voters. Less well-understood 

is the political reality in Iraq. “The Iraqis would refuse,” says Jiyad. 

The U.S. and its partners also now confront this reality: Far from being a ragtag 

terrorist group, ISIS is proving to be a cunning, dangerous enemy—thanks largely, 

analysts say, to former Iraqi military officers who served under Saddam Hussein and 

then joined the insurgency. They are battle-hardened and tactically adept. One of the 

things made clear by the fall of Ramadi was ISIS’s extensive use of sleeper cells, 

who rose up in support as the combat intensified. Military analysts believe there are 

similar cells in Baghdad, ready to further destabilize security there. Baghdad, 

because of a large Shiite presence, will probably not fall to ISIS, but there is potential 

to increase the level of violence. 

 

Despite the obvious downside of an intensified air campaign—civilian casualties— 

that is probably the only realistic option for Washington. There has been an average 

of just 15 airstrikes a day in the “degrade and destroy” mission—compared with 

around 800 during the “shock and awe” campaign that kicked off the 2003 invasion. 

The 3,000 U.S. troops the U.S. has deployed to Iraq are stuck behind the wire, 

analysts say. Even Canadian special forces have more room to maneuver than their 

American counterparts, sources say. The rules of engagement need to be loosened, 

and U.S. forces need to be more involved in calling in airstrikes, as well as working 

more closely with Iraqi special operators—who are respected and well-trained— to 

go after key ISIS members in the country. 
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The overarching problem with that tactic is this: With Shiite militias deployed to 

confront ISIS in Anbar, a more intense U.S.-led air campaign will again conjure up 

the notion of the U.S. Air Force effectively turning into an arm of the Iranian 

military, a prospect senior Pentagon officials hardly relish. At the same time, the 

U.S. is training Sunni tribal fighters at the al-Asad air base northwest of Ramadi. “It 

remains to be seen,” says Theodore Bell, an analyst at the Washington-based 

Institute for the Study of War, “how the Iraqi government will integrate the [Sunni 

and Shiite] forces to beneficial effect.” 

 

An intensified air campaign—if it comes—will have regional reverberations. As the 

day draws near that Iran and the P5 plus one (the U.S. and its international partners) 

sign a nuclear deal that Sunni governments in the region believe puts Tehran on an 

internationally approved path to the bomb, the images of ramped-up U.S. air-strikes 

in support of Shiite fighters in Iraq will drive Riyadh, Amman and Co. to distraction. 

A Sunni revolt is already well-underway throughout the region: in Syria, in the proxy 

war between Iran and Saudi Arabia in Yemen, and in the support for ISIS among a 

significant portion of Sunnis in Anbar. Does the Sunni-Shiite war in the Middle East 

and North Africa now intensify? 

 

Washington has said it seeks a Sunni-Shiite balance of power in the region, and 

hopes that would be stabilizing. It has tried to reassure Sunni allies with more robust 

security arrangements. Events on the ground are anything but stabilizing, however, 

and it’s hard to see how that changes anytime soon. 
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Disscussion Points 

 

 Should the U.S. refuse Syrian Refugees? 

Why or why not? Should all states be united 

either way?   

 Should the U.S. be dubious of involving 

Putin?  Do you think Russia is a beneficial 

addition on the war against ISIS? 

 Do you think Beirut received less media 

coverage in Western nations than Paris?  

Why or why not? If yes, why do you think 

so? 

 How do you feel about the hacker group, 

Anonymous declaring war on ISIS?  

 How should the U.S. respond to ISIS 

terrorism?  Should we stay our course or 

change our strategy?  


