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ABSTRACT (ENGLISH)  
WASHINGTON--In the age of the Twitter presidency, the Supreme Court on Monday appeared deeply skeptical of a

North Carolina criminal law that prohibits sex offenders from visiting social-media websites, given their widespread

use. Justice Anthony Kennedy said the state law in a sense banned sex offenders from the virtual version of the

proverbial town square. Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg acknowledged the state's concern "for the safety of children,"

but suggested state lawmakers could have adopted...  
 
FULL TEXT 
WASHINGTON--In the age of the Twitter presidency, the Supreme Court on Monday appeared deeply skeptical of a

North Carolina criminal law that prohibits sex offenders from visiting social-media websites, given their widespread

use. 

Justice Elena Kagan, during an hour-long oral argument, expressly cited President Donald Trump's frequent use of

Twitter as a reason why the broad state law was problematic. 

"A person in this situation, for example, cannot go onto the president's Twitter account to find out what the

president is saying today?" Justice Kagan asked. She also noted that all governors, senators and members of the

House had Twitter accounts. 

"So this has become a crucially important channel of political communication," she said. "And a person couldn't go

onto those sites and find out what these members of our government are thinking or saying or doing." 

Justice Sonia Sotomayor noted the North Carolina ban also applied to sites like LinkedIn, where people look for

jobs and other career opportunities. Justice Anthony Kennedy said the state law in a sense banned sex offenders

from the virtual version of the proverbial town square. 

By the end of the session, it appeared likely the Supreme Court would rule against the state. 

North Carolina enacted the law in 2008, making it a felony for sex offenders to access social-media websites where

the offender knows minors are allowed to become members. 

The state used the law to prosecute Lester Packingham after a Durham police officer discovered the convicted sex

offender had posted a message on Facebook in 2010 to cheer the dismissal of a traffic ticket. "Man God is Good!"

the post said. 

Mr. Packingham, who in 2002 pleaded guilty to taking indecent liberties with a 13-year-old when he was age 21,

argued the law infringed on his free speech rights. 

He violated the North Carolina social media law "by speaking to his friends and family about his experience in

traffic court. And if today he were to view or respond to any of the thousands of Twitter messages about his case
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in this court, that would be a felony," his lawyer, David T. Goldberg, told the justices Monday. 

Robert Montgomery, North Carolina's senior deputy attorney general, said the law prevents sex offenders from

anonymously gathering information about minors on social media that could be used to commit future offenses. 

"This court has certainly said that felons can be prevented from having guns and felons can be prevented from

voting," he said. "Here is a situation in which you have sex offenders who have committed heinous crimes and are

likely to recidivate." 

Mr. Montgomery said sex offenders still had plenty of places they could go on the internet to get news and

participate in public discussions about events of the day. 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg acknowledged the state's concern "for the safety of children," but suggested state

lawmakers could have adopted a narrower statute that barred offenders from communicating with minors on

social media, instead of banning social media access altogether. 

Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice Kennedy wondered alternatively if the state could seek social-media bans

in appropriate circumstances at the time a sex offender is sentenced or paroled. 

A ruling is expected by the end of June. 
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